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2013 ARTS PARTNERS

Winthrop Chamber of Commerce 
1-888-463-8469, (509) 996-2125 
info@winthropwashington.com

Methow Arts Alliance
109 Second Avenue, PO Box 723
Twisp, WA 98856
509.997.4004
www.MethowValleyArts.org

Twisp, WA 98856 
509.997.2044 or 509.449.1789

doorno3twisp@gmail.com

Arts PArtnErs make this project a reality.  Each partner is dedicated to collaborative promotion of the Arts & Culture in our 
region. to learn more about becoming an Arts Partner, contact info@MethowArtsAlliance.org

methow arts alliance  is a non profit organization 
founded in 1983 that enriches the lives of our community 
through a variety of diverse art programs.

board of directors
Alison Philbin, President 
Don Ashford, Vice President 
Rob Thorlakson, Treasurer 
Joseph Weaver, Secretary 
Ann Diamond
T. Lewis
Carol W. Mitchell
Linda Robertson

staff
Amanda L. Jackson, Executive Director
Ashley Lodato, Arts Education Director
Erik Brooks, Communications
Suzette Gurtisen, AmeriCorps Volunteer

SPRING 2013

Amanda L. Jackson, Executive Director
Methow Arts Alliance

The ART Magazine is published quarterly. Annual 
circulation is 12,000. All contents are copyrighted and may 
not be used without the express consent of the publisher.

Visit our WEbsitE And Arts CALEndAr
www.MethowArts.org

Published and designed by Methow Arts Alliance
info@methowartsalliance.org
www.MethowArts.org
509.997.4004

suPPortErs

magazine connects audiences with 
the work of our many resident and visiting 

artists and the organizations that provide a 
breadth of arts programming. It is a celebration 
of the vision, genius and creativity that abound 
in the Methow Valley and beyond. To receive this 
publication in the mail, please become a member 
of one or more of our collaborating Arts Partner 
organizations. Thank you for supporting a rich 
and varied arts community.  

x

Andy McConkey
509.429.9456

www.stopwaterconstruction.com
[stopwcl923mu]

More than pretty houses...

© 2012 Weymueller Photography

Stopwater  Construction, Ltd.

If you’re like me, you will flip straight to the center of this 
magazine to discover who the featured artist is this issue. What 
you will notice is that instead we have chosen to celebrate art-
ists from the last 30 years and to share our story through their 
eyes. That’s right, 2013 marks 30 Years of Art for Methow Arts. 
I feel honored to be part of this rich arts network that infuses 
our lives with mind-expanding experiences and countless new 
opportunities. I see our community as a prime example of 
how art is essential for building innovative thinking and finding 
creative solutions to community planning. 

Our feature article captures the earlier years of Methow 
Arts, describing the climate of our valley in the ‘80s and 
the contribution of artists in creating who we are now. We 
have also included an overview of current initiatives rang-
ing from Little Free Libraries, to sustaining vital arts educa-
tion in schools, to placing public art in Kiosks on the trails.                                          
I thank you for celebrating with us,  Amanda

"Art is a way of opening to the larger ideals of myth and religion and 
science - art is made as communication with other people." - Richard Beyer

 

1925-2012

Twisp, WA 98856
509.997.2926

www.twispinfo.com

509.997.2787
www.confluencegallery.com

  
509.996.3925

www.winthropgallery.com

509.996.6000
www.methowmusicfestival.org

Twisp, WA 98856
509.997.7529

www.mercplayhouse.org

Winthrop Music Association 
509.997.3837 

www.winthropbluesfestival.com
TwispWorks 

509.997.3300
www.twispworks.org

Twisp, WA 98856
509.997.4601

www.cascadiamusic.org

______  YEs, i will support the Arts!
$_________ Please mail your check to: 

PO BOX 723, TWISP, WA 98856
Donations are tax deductible! Methow Arts is 501(c)3 not-for 
profit organization. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT.

Join us!

METHOW ARTS

MEMBERSHIP - 2013

Become a part of the vibrant arts 
community in the Methow Valley. 
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Brought to you by Central Reservations

THE ART OF SPRING

POETRY OUT LOUD
tom zbyszewski wins regionals
We congratulate Liberty Bell High School student Tom 
Zbyszewski on his win at the regional competition of Poetry 
Out Loud in Spokane. He will perform at the state competi-
tion on March 9th in Tacoma. 

He recited “Golden Retrievals” by Mark Doty and “Famous” 
by Naomi Shibab Nye. “One of Tom’s greatest strengths was 
his ability to use his entire body to capture the mood of the 
poem,” said assistant event coordinator. 

Stay posted on Zbyszewski's progress and find out more 
details @ MethowArts.org - HOT TOPICS.

METHOW ARTS
sarah ashford's textiles 

featured in beijing exhibition

A Beijing textile exhibition last spring featured art by Methow 
Valley artist Sara Ashford. Ashford, of Culler Studios in Twisp, 
had four long fabric wall murals accepted into the International 
Plant Dyeing Art Exhibition and Conference competition.

The theme of the Beijing exhibition was “Inheritance and Inno-
vation” and displayed the textile designs of artists from around 
the world.  “China is textile heaven,” says Ashford. “They have 
such an incredible love for and experience with textiles. Every-
thing we know about textiles we learned from the Chinese.” 

Ashford’s materials are natural fibers—such as linen and silk—
earth pigments, and exotic and locally-harvested botanicals. 
For the textile competition, Ashford selected scroll-like pieces 
that were multi-layer pieces of work. Starting with natural dye 

on linen, she then used potato 
dextrin and other resists as 
well as drawing and innova-
tive silkscreen techniques to 
achieve her signature gor-
geously colorful effect. 

“I wasn’t able to attend the 
exhibition,” says Ashford, “but a friend told me that people just stood at 
stared at my pieces. They thought it was cool how I interpreted the plant 
dyeing thing.” Ashford is, perhaps, characteristically a rule-bender and her 
textiles reflect that. “I have a foundation in the traditional techniques,” she 
says, “but then I break all the rules and do my own thing.”

Visit www.MethowValleyArts.
org - Hot Topics for an extended 
coverage article on Sara Ashford. 
info@methowartsalliance.org, 
509.997.4004.

WinTer Creek
By Samuel Lucy

Muffled prayers beneath the snow

In mystic language I do not know

Moving, soft and barely heard

Whether or not even a word?

Voices, from just how deep?

Down the bank bushy and steep

I inch my way to better hear

All at once they disappear.

Then… as if following the sun

Further along, out they come

Glistening, bubbling, in full song

Of jewels stored season-long

Of hope for the coming spring?

Throughout the forest let it ring

Leaning closer, what’d you say?

Once again to slip away.

Trailing off around the bend

Laughing now for the ear I lend

Then all is quiet, all is still

Turning back to winter’s chill;

Nothing gained-nothing lost

Cold feet a simple cost 

For always trying anew to seek

Buried secrets of a winter creek.

                                                       Copyright 2000

In Spring 2005, with 
the ground just 
beginning to thaw 
and the full-color 
Methow Valley Arts 
Magazine just a 
calendar year old, 
poet, writer, and 
organic farmer, Sam 
Lucy strides across 
the cover.

To view Sara Ashford's work visit her 
at Culler Studio at TwispWorks. In 
addition to selling artwork Ashford 
teaches a variety of classes. 

Zbyszewski with teacher Adam Kaufman in Spokane. 
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SPRING CALENDAR 
**Classes in orAnGE, Exhibits in GrEEn. More informa-
tion online www.MethowArts.org

LATE FEBRUARY 
studio thursdays at door no. 3 
Feb 21, Feb 28 & Mar 4, 3-6pm 
Use facilities at Door No. 3 to do a project or just experi-
ment. Monoprinting, multi-color block printing, project 
advice and more. Space limited. Registration required. 
$60/3 sessions, $25/per day.  
Twisp. 509.997.2044, doorno.3twisp@gmail.com

readers' theater: Almost Maine by John Cariani
Feb 22 & 23, Fri, Sat, 7pm
Admission by donation. The Merc Playhouse, Twisp. 
509.996.9295, www.mercplayhouse.org

Multi Color Silkscreen Printing with Laura Gunnip
Sat, Feb 23, 10am–2pm 
Learn to screenprint for the first time or build on your 
skills from a previous silkscreen class. Learn how to reg-
ister a design to print more than one color. $50, includes 
supplies. 
Twisp. Register: 509.997.2044, doorno.3twisp@gmail.com 

dog & Cat Photo Contest
Through Feb 25
Amateur photo contest for animal lovers.  
Winthrop Gallery, 237 Riverside Ave, 509.996.3925
www.winthropgallery.com

Anonymous Exhibit
Through Mar 15
Mystery artists exhibit 10” x 10” works of art.
Confluence Gallery, Twisp, 509.997.2787, www.conflu-
encegallery.com

Animal Attraction
Through Mar 25 
Group show by cooperative member artists. See article.
Winthrop Gallery, 237 Riverside Ave, 509.996.3925
www.winthropgallery.com 

MARCH 
God of Carnage by Yasmina reza
Mar 1-17, Thurs, Fri, Sat, 7pm; Sun, 2pm 
See article. Adult Content. The Merc Playhouse, 
Twisp. 509.996.9295 www.mercplayhouse.org

Keyboard Confections
Mar 2, 7pm
Local and regional pianists, desserts. $15. See article.
Methow Valley Community Center, Cascadia: 
509.997.0222

studio thursdays at door no. 3
Mar 4, 3-6pm
Use facilities at Door No. 3 to do a project or just experi-
ment. Monoprinting, multi-color block printing, project 
advice, and more. Registration required.  The last of 3 
sessions at a $25 per day fee. 
Door No. 3, Twisp. 509.997.2044 or 509.449.1079, 
doorno.3twisp@gmail.com

Winthrop Gallery: Animal Attraction
Through Mar 25
Group show by cooperative member artists.
Winthrop Gallery, 237 Riverside Ave, 509.996.3925
www.winthropgallery.com

3rd Annual Winter Film Festival
Mar 9, 6-10pm
Proudly screening short films make in Washington State & 
select feature film(s).
Mazama Community Center.  512 Goat Creek Road. info@
methowfilms.com

Blue Bell Café and Student Art Auction
Tues, Mar 12, 5pm
Twisp River Pub

Anonymous Exhibit
Through Mar 15
Mystery artists exhibit  10” x 10” works of art.
Confluence Gallery, Twisp, 509.997.2787
www.confluencegallery.com

intro to dance/Musical theater with Missy smith
Through Mar 15, 11-11:50pm, Saturdays
Ages 6–9. 509.997.7529, jane@mercplayhouse.org

intro to dance/Musical theater with Missy smith
Through Mar 15, 4-4:50pm, Thursdays
Ages 10 & up.  509.997.7529, jane@mercplayhouse.org

Mother/Child Musical theater dance
Through Mar 15, 2-2:50pm, Thursdays
Ages 6 & up. 509.997.7529, jane@mercplayhouse.org

Preschool dance with Missy smith
Through Mar 17
3:15-3:45pm Thursdays, 9:15-9:45am, Saturdays
Register: 509.997.7529, jane@mercplayhouse.org

Methow Dance Collective
Mar 21 & 22 
The Merc Playhouse, Twisp. 509.996.9295 or www.merc-
playhouse.org

Methow Valley theatre: oliver
Fri & Sat, Mar, 22, 23, 29, 30, 7pm; Sun, Mar, 24, 31, 2pm 
At the Methow Valley Community Center, Twisp
Tickets $15 at the door.

Cimarrón
Sat, Mar 23, 7pm
Grammy nominated Smithsonian Folkways artists from 
Colombia. Opener: Local student, John Sinclair
Methow Arts, 509.997.4004, MethowArts.org

APRIL 
Two Valleys Exhibit & Reception
April 6-June 1
Reception: Sat, Apr 6, 4-8pm
Explores the similarities and differences of the Methow 
and Okanogan Valleys. See article. 
Confluence Gallery, Twisp. 509.997.2787 
www.confluencegallery.com

Adult Pottery Class with Jim Neupert
Apr 8–May 29, Mon & Wed, 5:30-8:30pm
Students learn hand building, wheel techniques, decorat-
ing and glaze methods. Instruction will be according to 
each individual’s abilities. $260/all materials included. 
Pay per night option available. MV Elementary Art Room. 
Space limited. 509.429.9475, jneupert@centurytel.net 

EVENTS/CLASSES/EXHIBITS
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PLAN YOUR SUMMER… 
SAVE THE DATE!

More than a concert… an experience
�

Methow valley

chamber music festival

July 25 through August 3, 2013
Winthrop, WA

www.methowmusicfestival.org
KEVIN KRENTZ, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Cake by Margo Peterson Aspholm

OLIVER!
 based on the novel by Charles Dickens

Methow Valley Theater Presents the Spring Musical Production of:

FRI & SAT March, 22, 23, 29 and 30 at 7PM
SUN March, 24 and 31 at 2PM

At the Methow Valley Community Center in Twisp 
Tickets $15 at the door.



   welcome home. 
www.TwispRiverSuites.com   

997-0100 • 855-784-8328 • Twisp, WA  

Luxuriously appointed suites 
with full kitchens, fireplaces, 

private decks, flat screen TVs, 
memory foam mattresses, and 

much more! 

Come see what everyone’s talking about!
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Flamenco Concert
Apr 9-10
The Merc Playhouse, Twisp. 509.996.9295 or www.
mercplayhouse.org

Kids Pottery Class with Jim Neupert
Apr 15–May 20, Mondays, 3-5pm
Ages: 7–12. Students will learn hand building, glazing 
and be able to work on the wheel.
$80/all materials included. Methow Valley Elementary 
Art Room. Space limited. 
509.429.9475, jneupert@centurytel.net 

Kids Pottery Class with Jim Neupert
Apr 17–May 22. Wednesdays, 3-5pm
Ages: 7–12. Students will learn hand building, glazing 
and be able to work on the wheel.
$80/all materials included. Methow Valley Elementary 
Art Room. Space limited. 
509.429.9475, jneupert@centurytel.net 

instant Chapbook Fun! with Laura Gunnip
Sat, Apr 20, 10am-2pm
Present your photos, images, words or poems in your 
own personal pocket sized booklet. 
Design, print and assemble then create multiple copies 
for your friends if you wish.
$45/includes supplies. Register: 509.997.2044, door-
no3twisp@gmail.com

the revelers
Sat, Apr 20, 7pm
A storm of dance-ready Cajun, Zydeco, Country and 
Blues from Louisiana. See article.
Winthrop Barn. Methow Arts, 509.997.4004. 

Art on My Desk-Silent Auction
Sat, Apr 20, 7pm
Senior Project of Sage Abate to raise funds for Arts Edu-
cation. Held at the Revelers Concert. See Revelers article 
and MethowArts.org – HOT TOPICS for information. 
Winthrop Barn. Methow Arts, 509.997.4004.

Winthrop Gallery: Spring Beauties
Apr 25-May 27
Reception: Sat, Apr 27, 5-7pm
Artwork celebrating early spring flowers.  See article.
Winthrop Gallery, 237 Riverside Ave, 509.996.3925
www.winthropgallery.com

 Frog Silkscreen by Laura Gunnip.

door no. 3 open House
Fri, May 17, 5-8pm  
Features the printed work of San Francisco-based artist 
Xara Thustra. See article. Cake, Blue Star coffee and more. 
Methow Valley Community Center, Twisp.
509.997.2044, doorno3twisp@gmail.com

Adult Pottery Class with Jim Neupert
Apr 8–May 29, Mon & Wed, 5:30-8:30pm
Students learn hand building, wheel techniques, decorat-
ing and glaze methods. Instruction according to individ-
ual’s abilities. $260/materials included. Pay per night op-
tion. Methow Valley Elementary Art Room. Space limited. 
509.429.9475, jneupert@centurytel.net 

Kids Pottery Class with Jim Neupert
Apr 15–May 20, Mondays, 3-5pm
Ages: 7–12. Students will learn hand building, glazing and 
be able to work on the wheel.
$80/all materials included. Methow Valley Elementary Art 
Room. Space limited. 
509.429.9475, jneupert@centurytel.net 

Kids Pottery Class with Jim Neupert
Apr 17–May 22. Wednesdays, 3-5pm. 
Ages: 7–12. Students will learn hand building, glazing and 
be able to work on the wheel.
$80/all materials included. Methow Valley Elementary Art 
Room. Space limited. 
509.429.9475, jneupert@centurytel.net 

readers' theater: the Laramie Project
May 24 & 25, 7pm
A play by Moisés Kaufman and members of the Tectonic 
Theater Project. Admission by donation. 
Merc Playhouse, 509.996.9295, www.mercplayhouse.org

Pipestone Music days
May 25, 7pm; Sun, May 26, 1-4pm
Methow Valley Community Center
Cascadia: 509.997.0222

EARLY JUNE
Peligro studio
Jun 8-Sept 21
Reception: Jun 8, 4-8pm
"From the wardrobe" sculptural pieces by Ann Dunbar 
Honoring our fascination of past recollections by reimag-
ining the artifact. Downtown Twisp. 509.699.0238

CALENdAr CoNTINuEd 

P R I N T I N G
Design ● Writing ● Printing ● Distribution

The winner of the 
Pacific Northwest 
News Association

Print Quality
Award is proud to 
print Methow Arts’ 

magazine!

Call us at (509) 664-7127
to print your publication!
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over the river and through the Woods 
Apr 26-May 12. Thu, Fri, Sat, 7pm; Sun, 2pm
A play by Joe DiPietro. See article.
The Merc Playhouse, Twisp. 509.996.9295, www.merc-
playhouse.org

trashion ‘13
Sat, Apr 27, 7pm
Fantabulous recycled fashion show and party. 
$15. Participant’s entry fee/$20, Students/$10
Methow Valley Community Center, Twisp.
Confluence Gallery 509.997.2787 www.confluencegallery.
com

MAY
over the river and through the  Woods 
Through May 12. Thu, Fri, Sat, 7pm; Sun, 2pm
A play by Joe DiPietro. See article.
The Merc Playhouse, Twisp. 509.996.9295 or www.merc-
playhouse.org

two Valleys Exhibit
Through June 1 
Explores the similarities and differences of the Methow 
and Okanogan Valleys. 
See article. Confluence Gallery, Twisp. 509.997.2787 
www.confluencegallery.com

intro to Print with Laura Gunnip
Wednesdays, May 1, 8, 15, 5-8pm
Learn a variety of printing techniques on our big antique 
presses. This class will include monoprint, relief + intaglio 
printing using luminous colorful inks. Suitable for new 
or experienced printers. $90 (includes supplies). Partial 
tuition scholarships available. 
509.997.2044, doorno3twisp@gmail.com

Cowboy Poetry
A part of Winthrop’s 49er Days
May 10-11, 7pm
The Winthrop Barn

Winthrop 49er days
May 10-12; Parade, Sat, May 11, 11am
A variety of activities in downtown Winthrop
www.winthropwashington.com

Complete Private Cabins

Jeff & Alicia Brown
887 Wolf Creek Road, Winthrop WA 98862

(509) 996-2571 www.methownet.com/brownsfarm

Brown’s Farm



experience www.MethowArts.org   l   509.997.4004   6

CIMARRÓN
FRIDAY, MAR 22, 

7:00 PM
OMAKPAC

A grammy nominated, 
7-piece ensemble 
from Columbia.

THE COATS: 
SATURDAY, FEB 23

7:00PM
OMAKPAC

The Pacific Northwest’s
premier a cappella

band.

509.826.8323

[PiPeSTOne & CASCADiA PreSenT]

THE 13TH ANNUAL MUSIC DAYS CELEBRATION

Aden Jones, Nicholas Fitzmaurice, Gedi Weidig, hone their recital music.

509.996.2334 
northcascadesbasecamp.com

mazama, wa

NORTH CASCADE BASECAMP’S
SPRING ECOLOGY CENTER PROGRAMS

• Yoga and Cross-Country Ski Retreat  
• Nature Journaling & Science Exploration: 
   with Hannah Hinchman & Bruce Thompson 
• 3rd Annual Spring Festival
• Herbalist Workshop: with Rosalee de la Foret
• Butterfly Studies: with Robert Michael Pyle  

The weekend of May 25-26 is a big one in the local music scene.  Pipestone’s 13th annual Music Days Cel-
ebration will be held in the Methow Valley Community Center gym, with a Pipestone Orchestra concert 
on Saturday evening and an afternoon of student recitals on Sunday.

On Saturday, May 25, 7pm the Pipestone Orchestra will present a program that includes Dvorak’s New 
World Symphony, 1st movement, Two Movements from a Mozart Violin Concerto, featuring Nick Saun-
ders, a graduating senior, and the first movement from the Schumann Piano Concerto featuring Linda 
Mendro.

This year Pipestone has introduced a Merit Scholarship to celebrate young music students who are work-
ing hard and playing with advanced ability.  The winner will be chosen this spring, and will be performing 
during the May 25 Saturday night Music Days concert.

On Sunday, May 26 from 1- 4pm, Pipestone students will display their talents and the fruits of a year’s 
dedication to music study. Enjoy the sounds of violin, viola, cello, guitar, piano and flute as you encour-
age young students in their musical endeavors. Sunday’s student recitals are free and open to the public. 
Donations are requested.

Pipestone is the educational branch of Cascadia, the Methow Music Association. Cascadia’s mission is 
to enrich the lives of Methow Valley residents by providing opportunities to learn, perform and listen to 
high-quality music.  For more information on Music Days please call.

TICKETS: Saturday Concert admission is $15/adults. DATES: Sat, May 25, 7pm and Sun, May 26, 1-4pm                  
LOCATION: Methow Valley Community Center Gym, Twisp. CONTACT: 509.997.0222

[CONFLUENCE GALLERY] 

CONFLUENCE SEEkS ART CAMP TEACHERS
Confluence Gallery & Art Center is looking for teachers to facilitate its children’s art camp this summer. A diverse 
array of art is encouraged, including (but not limited to) mosaics, ceramics, collage, painting, drawing, print making, 
and multi-media. 

Confluence offers six weeks of summer art camps for children ages 6-10. Camps take place in the Confluence 
classroom beginning July 10, every Wednesday through Friday from 10am-2pm. Each week’s camp has a different 
theme, and children can sign up for one or all six weeks of camps. Camps focus on skill development, tapping cre-
ativity and nurturing self-expression.

Applicants for teaching positions should have interest and experience in teaching art to children. Applicants need 
to submit a letter of interest, resume, a sample lesson plan (for a children’s art lesson) and list of three professional 
and/or academic references. Candidates contacted for interviews will need to bring a teaching and/or art portfolio 
for review.

Deadline for applications is March 15, 2013. Please submit application materials to: Confluence Gallery & Art Cen-
ter, care of Nicole Ringgold, PO Box 617, Twisp, WA 98856. info@confluencegallery.com
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www.twispinfo.com
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Twisp VIC
Twisp Chamber 509.997.2020

509.997.2926

•Mobile Showroom
•Personalized Services
•Computerized Kitchen     
  Design
•Corian & Granite  
  Countertops
•Wholesale Appliances

Marc Robertson
P.O. Box 844
Winthrop, WA 98862

Office 509/996-3771
Fax 509/996-3871

Mobile 509/669-0777

 t DESIGNS 2000, Inc.  t
                  t CABINET SALES  t

  800.757.2709 
www.RiverRun-Inn.com

On the Methow River in Winthrop, WA
Cabins, Private Rooms, 

Vacation Home
Indoor Pool & Hot Tub

THE METHOW VALLEY, WASHINGTON

(509) 997-1700 WWW.BALLOONWINTHROP.COM

OMAk PAC RECEIVES A 

NEW SOUND SYSTEM
Gone are the days when performers were expected to 
project their voices to the highest balcony by lung and 
instrumental power alone.  

As part of its mission to solidify the PAC’s status as a 
quality performing arts venue, the PAC Foundation re-
cently installed audio equipment upgrades - including 
low frequency speakers, specially rated speaker wire, 
and digital powered amplifiers. Coupled with computer 
speaker management to protect the entire system, this 
new equipment should greatly enhance the listening 
experience.

Wills Blackmore of Okanogan Sound installed and 
tuned the new system using computer analysis and 
room modeling to insure the best possible upgrade. 
Only trained and qualified technicians will operate the 
new system, according to PAC Technical Director Nicole 
Leese. 

CONTACT: www.omakpac.org, 509.826.8323

SNAPSHOT: 

          LAURA FINE
Laura Fine, the first executive director of 
Methow Arts Alliance, led for ten years (1990-
2000), growing the Arts Education program in 
the Methow Valley, building lasting partner-
ships with Missoula Children's Theatre and 
Inquiring Minds, creating a scholarship fund for 
students, and transforming the Methow Arts 
Festival into a sought-after regional event. Fine 
lives in Twisp, Washington and continues to 
work and advocate for the arts throughout the 
region.

Methow Valley News
Bringing you news of the Methow Valley since 1903.

Read all over.

www.methowvalleynews.com
Find us in print & online

[MERC PLAYHOUSE]

GODS OF CARNAGE

By Yasmina Reza.  Translated by Christopher Hampton

Winner of the 2009 Tony Award, God of Carnage tells the story of a playground altercation between eleven-year-
old boys which brings together two sets of Brooklyn parents for a meeting to resolve the matter. At first, diplo-
matic niceties are observed, but as the meeting progresses, and the rum flows, tensions emerge and the gloves 
come off, leaving the couples with more than just their liberal principles in tatters.

Directed by Julie Wenzel, God of Carnage features the talents of Noah Ashford, Tim Odell, Missi Smith and 
Meghan Sullivan with set pieces created by the Liberty Bell High School welding class.  

DATES: March 1-17, Thurs, Fri, Sat 7pm, Sun 2pm. TICKETS: Adults/$15, Youth 18 & Under/$5. “Pay What You Can” 
performance Thurs, Mar 7, 7pm. LOCATION: The Merc Playhouse, 101 S. Glover St, Twisp; 509.997.PLAY (7529), 
www.mercplayhouse.org.

Missy Smith and Meghan Sullivan get into character for Yasmina Reza's "Gods of Carnage

Wills Blackmore installs upgrades at the Omak PAC
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low-cost imports began appearing. “As I like to put 
it, it’s the grant that put us out of business,” said 
Lamiman. 

But one aspect of the grant—its nonprofit sta-
tus—was key to the future of the arts here. That 
coveted status became an important component 
in the transition to Methow Arts Alliance, as sev-
eral groups with an interest in music, theatre, and 
the visual arts began exploring ways to support 
artists, said Omachi. 

Some of the groups elected to specialize and 
develop independently, but Methow Arts Alliance 
formed as an umbrella organization for the arts, 
broadening the scope of the textile-based school. 

“There was a hankering for getting something go-
ing for artists—a gallery, a co-op, something,” and 
Omachi’s vision for arts education and promo-
tion easily transitioned to Methow Arts Alliance, 
said Lamiman. In fact, Methow Arts considers its 
anniversary the date of that nonprofit certificate, 
obtained 30 years ago.

Resources and seed monies were abundant at 
that time, said Laura Fine, Methow Arts Alliance’s 
first executive director. “The spirit of sharing and 
growing arts fueled a highly creative and dynamic 
time. Opportunity abounded,” she said. 

Still, what really made things happen was “lots of 
sweat equity,” said Fine. “That’s the way the arts 
work, especially in a place like the Methow.”

“The key thing I like to emphasize is that it wasn’t 
truly a cultural desert here, but it could appear 
that way from the current arts scene,” said Bruce 
Morrison, a sculptor who has created and taught 
art in the Methow and beyond for decades. While 
there were few formal cultural institutions and 
the only consistent event was the annual Pine 

By Marcy Stamper

With performances by Tuvan throat singers, hip-
hop–inspired acrobats, and burlesque shows that 
draw audiences in the hundreds, Methow Arts Al-
liance may seem like a very different organization 
from the one launched 30 years ago to support 
the quintessential homespun project—spinners 
and weavers making hand-dyed apparel. 

But while Methow Arts’ reach has grown, its es-
sential focus—to help artists make a living and 
develop creatively, to ensure that the arts are 
a vital part of the economy, and to support arts 
education—has not changed. 

Methow Arts traces its earliest origins to the 
North Cottage School, which was started by Elaine 
Omachi in 1980 to provide a creative commu-
nity and classes for spinners, weavers, and other 
textile artists. After about two years, the group 
wanted to market their garments and to offer a 
way for artists—many at home caring for chil-
dren—to earn a living.

Omachi teamed up with Ellen Lamiman, who had 
experience building businesses. Lamiman helped 
North Cottage School obtain a grant to create and 
market hand-made textiles and offer classes. The 
project ultimately involved almost 30 women, in 
the Methow and throughout Eastern Washington. 

The catch was that the grant was intended to as-
certain whether such an endeavor was economi-
cally viable. Could these artists earn minimum 
wage by shearing sheep, spinning and dyeing 
wool, designing sweaters and other garments, and 
selling them? “For the most part, it was a great 
experience,” said Omachi. “But it didn’t succeed—
in part because, to meet the wage standards, we 
had to jack our prices up.” 

While they had strong sales in some high-end 
markets, the economics became less viable as 

Stump Symphony, people in the Methow have 
always been involved in the arts, he said. 

Cheryl Wrangle, a painter and sculptor who was 
instrumental in starting Confluence Gallery, noted 
the long history of the arts in the Methow, with an 
opera society in Twisp before 1900. Wrangle also 
recalled the first all-valley art show, which fea-
tured artists in venues from Pateros to Mazama. 
She still has a painting hanging in the Carlton post 
office from that exhibit.

“I think the valley was hungry for it,” said metal 
artisan Barry Stromberger. “There have always 
been a number of artistic people here, closeted or 
not—from the get-go, it was a very fertile place. 
Methow Arts just pulled people out of the wood-
work. The kids loved it—they were starving for it.”

Nevertheless, “there were far more art lovers and 
audiences than producing, studio artists in the 
early days. People didn’t move to the valley to do 
their art,” said Fine. 

on PAPEr And in tHE PArks 

Once it got going, Methow Arts put out several 
publications that helped position the Methow as 
a center for the arts. The Methow Arts’ newsletter 
(which became this magazine) was first published 
in 1987. “I picked up the magazine like a found-
ling—literally in a brown paper sack—containing 

1983

1993
10 YEARS

1987 
The firST MeThOW ArTS 
feSTivAl: nOW in iTS 26Th 
yeAr ATTrACTS Over 1,700 TO 
The TWiSP PArk eACh 4Th Of 
July, The lArgeST One DAy 
evenT in TWiSP feATuring 
hAnDS-On ArT, DAy lOng 
enTerTAinMenT AnD lOCAl 
fOOD.

1987 
firST MeThOW 

ArTS MAgAzine

nOrTh COTTAge SChOOl 
inCOrPOrATeD AS 
nOnPrOfiT

1988 
The TWiSP TOTeM POle: 
PuBliC ArT in The eArly 
DAyS Of MeThOW ArTS 

1990 
lAurA fine APPOinTeD 

firST exeCuTive DireCTOr 
Of MeThOW ArTS AlliAnCe 2003 

COver BOy Bernie hOSey 
iS PArT Of A neW lOOk 
fOr MeThOW vAlley 
ArTS MAgAzine 

EARLY 90'S 
fOunDATiOnS lAiD fOr ArTS eDuCATiOn 
PrOgrAMS in lOCAl SChOOlS AnD BuilT 
PArTnerShiPS WiTh MiSSOulA ChilDren'S 
TheATre AnD inquiring MinDS AnD TrAnS-
fOrMing The MeThOW ArTS feSTivAl inTO A 
SOughT-AfTer regiOnAl evenT

1987 
nOrTh COTTAge SChOOl 

BeCOMeS The MeThOW 
ArTS AlliAnCe

Weaving Art into Daily Life: How early threads at Methow Arts Alliance continue to shape our future
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computer-formatted columns of waxed copy, an 
X-ACTO knife, and some blue-grid layout paper. 
With that, I unwittingly walked into what would 
be an adventure of a lifetime,” said Fine.

Another of Methow Arts’ early projects was to 
publish a calendar of local and regional art-related 
activities, which today has expanded through a 
website and social media. Methow Arts has also 
put out guides to public art in the Methow and 
throughout Okanogan County. 

Children’s art and writing were featured in an 
annual journal called Imprints for about 10 years, 
said Deb Nickell, a board member and president 
during the organization’s first decade. “Kids got 
published—these were really quite cool,” she said.

The organization published an artists’ registry, 
with lists of artists, medium, and contact infor-
mation, said Nickell. “The main thing was, we 
made things happen on a shoestring—we had no 
money,” she said. 

“Board members played a huge and active role in 
prepping, staffing, and supporting Methow Arts’ 
projects and initiatives. It couldn’t—wouldn’t—
have happened without amazing and tireless 
board members,” said Fine, who was the only paid 
employee at the time.

Methow Arts launched the Arts Festival during its 
first year. “I remember the first one in the Twisp 
park,” said Morrison. “We were just scraping up 
anything that appeared artistic and putting it on 
display.” Some of the art was damaged in the rain, 
but the Festival itself flourished.

Soon the Arts Festival moved to the Winthrop 
Barn and adjacent park and became a very suc-
cessful commercial event, with invited performers 
and vendors from out of the valley. Some years 
the festival spanned several weeks. The festival 

was the major focus of the organization at that 
time, aiming to attract new audiences to the 
Methow and encourage them to lodge, dine, and 
purchase local artwork. 

Eventually, the festival moved back to Twisp and 
shifted away from vendors, instead emphasizing 
the creation of art through hands-on booths and 
community art projects.

EduCAtion And WidEr rEACH

Since its earliest days, Methow Arts has brought 
performing artists and speakers to the Methow 
and towns throughout Okanogan County, folding 
that into arts instruction.

And although Methow Arts has always spon-
sored arts education, its relationship with schools 
around the county has grown significantly 
over three decades. Today there are 31 artists-
in-residence teaching over 5,500 students in 
the Methow Valley, Pateros, Brewster, Omak, 
Okanogan, Bridgeport, and Paschal Sherman In-
dian school districts.

Since there is no designated art instruction in ele-
mentary and middle school, Methow Arts’ artists-
in-residence supplement the efforts of classroom 
teachers, who are already juggling many other 
subjects, said Amanda Jackson, Methow Arts’ 
executive director. 

The arts are one of the first things schools jettison 
when they have funding problems, said ceramic 
artist and instructor Jim Neupert, who said most 
schools in the county don’t even have an official 
art room. “Without Methow Arts, many of these 
kids would have no exposure to art. Kids can see 
you can make a living doing art,” he said. “It gives 
them a sense that art is O.K.” 

The role of Methow Arts is almost more important 
outside the Methow, where there is less organi-
zation around art and there are fewer resources 
to support the arts in schools. “There is more 
cultural diversity, less wealth in those schools. 
They’re my favorite place to teach—when you 
show up there, it’s huge,” said Morrison.

“Our enduring goal is to ensure quality learning in 
the visual arts, music, dance, theatre, and literary 
arts,” said Jackson. 

Methow Arts’ teaching artists work with students 
to create public art, including the natural-history 
ceramic panels on the trail near the Tawlks-Foster 
suspension bridge in Mazama and signage, tile 
work, and a mosaic inspired by Classroom in 
Bloom on the Methow school campus. The lat-
est is a project sponsored by the Methow Valley 
Nordic Club, in which high school students are 
working with artist Tori Karpenko on a mural for 
the town trailhead in Winthrop.

2003
20 YEARS

2013
30 YEARS

2013  
BriDgePOrT SChOOl DiSTriCT 
JOinS: MeThOW ArTS nOW 
ServeS Over 5,500 students 
AnD 375 teachers in seven 
school districts in nOrTh 
CenTrAl WAShingTOn

2012 
PreSenTing: MeThOW ArTS 

reCeiveS nATiOnAl enDOWMenT 
fOr The ArTS grAnT TO SuPPOrT 

iTS PreSenTing SeASOn

2003 
COver BOy Bernie hOSey 
iS PArT Of A neW lOOk 
fOr MeThOW vAlley 
ArTS MAgAzine 

2000 
kATe JOneS BeCOMeS 2nD exeCuTive DireCTOr Of MeThOW 
ArTS, enhAnCing The ArTS eDuCATiOn PArTnerShiP ThrOugh 
exPAnSiOn inTO five neW SChOOl DiSTriCTS in OkAnOgAn 
COunTy

2004 
MeThOWvAlleyArTS.Org 

WeBSiTe lAunCh WiTh 
SuPPOrT Of ArTiST TruST

2011-12  
PuBliC ArT, BeCOMeS even MOre 
A PArT Of The lOCAl lAnDSCAPe 
WiTh reCyCling BArrelS, AnD 
TWiSP POnDS-COMMiSSiOnS
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[ Continued on page 11 ]

2001 
MAgAzine BeginS TO feATure ArTiSTS On COver 
& inCluDe A full feATure ArTiCle. TO DATe The 
MAgAzine hAS feATureD 46 lOCAl PrOfeSSiOnAl 
ArTiSTS

2010 
AMAnDA l. 

JACkSOn 
BeCOMeS The 

3rD exeCuTive 
DireCTOr Of 

MeThOW ArTS
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7 Days per week, 6 am - 3 pm
Organic Grains & Flours! Organic Espresso Too!

Good Energy 
Food for 
the Whole 
Family!

Free Internet Access!

Mon - Sat, 6am - 3pm

Two Valleys

Confluence Gallery & Art Center
regional art � education center � community gathering place

Two Valleys
April 6 to June 1 

104 Glover Street, Twisp � 509 997-2787
Wednesday through Saturday, 11 am–6 pm

www.confluencegallery.com

� Reception �

Saturday, April 6,
4–8pm

Tiffany with Ghost Birds, Caryl Campbell, oil on canvas, 36" x 40"

My Valley, Jim Weaver, Oil, 15" x 24"

Ski the Methow!
Now off ering:

Ski  & snowshoe rentals
 Tuning & waxing

Nutritional  products
Ski clothing & outerwear

Trail passes & maps
Local trail info

996-3645 • 29  Highway 20
Joe Brown • methownordicsport.com

METHOW ARTS ALLIANCE - OUR INITIATIVES

2013 AND BEYOND

puBliC aRt showcases local art-
ists' work in central and sometimes 
unexpected places, encouraging par-
ticipation and attracting visitors to 
our towns.
Methow Arts works in collaboration with the Town of 
Twisp, Methow Valley Sports Trail Association, Twisp-
Works, the Bureau of Reclamation, Methow Salmon 
Restoration Foundation, Public Schools, the Nordic Club, 
and Methow Recycling Roundup to bring ART outside and 
revitalize community spaces. Where to look: Kiosks on the 
trails, TwispWorks, Twisp Ponds on Twisp River Road, the 
Methow Valley Elementary School and more. 

aRtS EDuCatiON Because every 
child has the right to a well-round-
ed education, which includes the 
arts. Now in seven school districts, Methow 
Arts plans to expand into Tonasket and Oroville in 
2013.  Serving over 5,500 students. 

lEaDERSHip 
Methow Arts advocates for the ARTS in North Cen-
tral Washington through committed participation 
in Artist Trust, Washington State Arts Alliance, Arts 
Washington (Washington State Arts Commission), 
Community Development Forums, the Economic 
Alliance of Okanogan County, Arts & Heritage Day in 
Olympia and in  Okanogan Public Schools. An Icicle 
Fund Capacity Building Grant has helped Methow 
Arts in building a greater arts infrastructure 
throughout the County with artists, arts organiza-
tions and school districts.

litERaRY EXplOSiON!
littlE liBRaRiES will sprinkle the valley this year and encourage resi-
dents to READ. Methow Arts will place five little libraries in each of the 
Methow Valley towns, contracting local builders and artists for the project. The 
Little Free Library Movement is an international phenomenon, placing books in 
accessible places and asking readers to take one and leave one behind. 

YOuNg WRitERS CONfERENCE - in the Methow Valley school 

MazaMa fEStiVal Of BOOkS is slated for Sept 7-9th featuring Pacific 
Northwest Authors in an outdoor festival in Mazama. Last year brought Ryan 
Boudinot, Lydia Yuknavitch, Erik Brooks, Jim Lynch, Colleen Mondor, Danbert 
Nobacon, Kathleen Flenniken, Blake Nelson and host Katherine Lanpher. 

Cordelia Bradburn's Blue Heron and Smolt in early 
winter at the Twisp Ponds on Twisp River Road. Photo 
by Teri Pieper.

Students from Brewster Elementary School hold their masks 
from a Bruce Morrison artist residency.

pRESENtiNg Methow arts curates a diverse performance series annually. Drawing 
artists from around the globe and audiences from throughout the pacific Northwest, per-
formances encourage audience participation and invite concert goers to learn about new 
cultures.  We keep ticket prices low to increase access to these events. 

stay human band - sePt 27  revelers - aPr 20 cimarron - mar 23
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[ Weaving Art into Daily Life,  Continued from page 9 ]

509.996.2886
257 Riverside
Winthrop, WA 98862

www.winthropmountainsports.com

Supporting the fine art
of winter recreation!

Box 639
257 Riverside

                     98862www.winthropmountainsports.com

509.996.2886

  Winthrop, WA 
OPEN
DAILY!

[MERC PLAYHOUSE]

OVER THE RIVER AND THROUGH THE WOODS
By Joe DiPietro  

Over the River and Through the Woods tells the story of Nick,  a single, Italian-American guy from New Jersey. His 
parents retired and moved to Florida. That doesn't mean his family isn't still in Jersey. In fact, he sees both sets of 
his grandparents every Sunday for dinner. This is routine until he has to tell them that he's been offered a dream 
job. The job he's been waiting for—marketing executive—would take him away from his beloved, but annoying, 
grandparents. He tells them. The news doesn't sit so well. Thus begins a series of hilarious schemes to keep Nick 
around. 

Featuring the main-stage directorial debut of Laurelle Walsh and with set pieces created by the Liberty Bell High School construction class.

DATES: April 26-May 12, Thurs, Fri, Sat 7pm, Sun 2pm. TICKETS: Adults/$15, Youth 18 & Under/$5. “Pay What You Can” performance Thurs, May 2, 7pm.  LOCATION: The 
Merc Playhouse, 101 S. Glover St, Twisp; 509.997.PLAY (7529), www.mercplayhouse.org.

"loaded with laughter 
every step of the way." 

- star ledger -

[METHOW ARTS ALLIANCE]

ACCESS TO ART

bridgeport school district Joins Arts Education Consortium
Methow Arts Alliance welcomes Bridgeport School District to its Okanogan Region 
Arts Education Partnership - ACCESS TO ART - a consortium that serves over 5,500 
students and 375 teachers in North Central Washington. The consortium now 
includes seven school districts: Brewster, Methow Valley, Okanogan, Omak, Pateros, 
and the Paschal Sherman Indian School on the Colville Reservation, in addition to 
Bridgeport. 

Bridgeport School District is home to nearly 800 students, 88% of whom are Latino 
and 99% of whom qualify for the state’s free and reduced lunch program (com-
pared to state average of 45%). Bridgeport High School attracted national atten-
tion in the spring of 2011, when it was one of three finalists in President Obama’s 
Commencement Challenge, which invites public high schools across the country to 
demonstrate how their school best prepares them for college and a career. In 2012, 
Bridgeport High School was deemed a Gold Medal High School through US News 
& World Report, ranking 8th in Washington State and among the top 2% of high 
schools nationwide.

Methow Arts will help Bridgeport School District achieve its mission—a legacy of 
lifelong learning—by providing arts education opportunities through its Artist-in-
Residence program, professional development for teachers, and performances of 
music, theatre, and other performing arts at their schools. 

Support for the consortium is generated through grants from Arts Washington, 
National Endowment for the arts, Community Foundation of North Central Washing-
ton, the Butler Family Foundation, private funding and school district funds. 

CONTACT: Methow Arts, 509.997.4004, info@methowartsalliance.org.

Bridgeport students celebrate their new arts education partnership. Students featured with 
Vancouver-based performing artists Delhi 2 Dublin, who visited their school in January.

Methow Arts helped support post-secondary education for many years 
through a scholarship program. “The idea of encouraging kids through 
scholarships to study art after high school is really important,” said 
Stromberger, who coordinated the program. After sharp funding cuts, 
the scholarship program was put on hold five years ago, but Methow 
Arts is working on increased sponsorship and grants to reinstate the 
program.

Stromberger also points to Methow Arts’ role in his own professional 
development. “The artist-in-residence programs turned me on to an-
other part of teaching,” he said. He created a mobile shop and parked 
it outside the high school. “The kids pounded on copper in freezing 
weather. It started me working with copper, too. It was an influence on 
where to put my energy.” 

The concept of an artist-in-residence also dignifies the role of artists, 
many of whom had previously just been volunteers in classrooms. 
“Methow Arts contributed enormously by valuing people’s talents and 
time—to throw some money at them and not expect them to do these 
things for free,” said Stromberger. 

“We believe in paying artists for their work. It is part of who we are,” 
said Jackson. In addition to paying teachers, Methow Arts pays per-
formers (who typically also lead programs in the schools), magazine 
contributors, and the artists who create public-art installations.

The impact of Methow Arts actually reverberates way beyond “the 
arts.” Methow Arts collaborates with federal agencies and local non-
profits on guides to the arts and on amenities such as artist-designed 
recycling bins that are a part of daily life.

And exposing young people to art has had unexpected and profound 
effects. Some kids have been inspired to pursue art as a career, while 
others discovered a way of seeing and relating to the world that in-
forms all they do. 

Morrison recalled one student who said she remembered when he 
taught them to draw mountains and trees. “I had never really seen the 
mountains before—that changed my life,” said the young woman, who 
later became a naturalist and mountain guide.

“The more arts we have, the more excitement there is, and the more 
people participate,” said Neupert.

(Please join us throughout the year for stories from the 30 years of 
Methow Arts. We invite you to share with us your memories of these 
times, info@methowartsalliance.org)
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It’s all waItIng just 
outsIde  

your door

On the trail? Join us 
for trailside cocktails, 
delicious treats and 

warm hospitality

The Freestone Inn strives to deliver 
an incomparable dining experience 

by combining classic French cooking 
principles with the best available 

ingredients and diverse world food 
traditions to craft menu offerings 

designed from a contemporary 
perspective. Stunning lakeshore 

views, our vaulted celings and giant 
river-rock fireplace create a mountain 
dining experience you’ll never forget.

31 Early Winters Drive, Mazama, Washington   
  509.996.3906 / 800.639.3809  •  www.freestoneinn.com

Join Door No. 3 for an Open House featuring the 
artwork of San Francisco based artist, Xara Thustra. 
Thustra's work, often laced with social and politi-
cal themes, has roots in the grafitti and street art 
world. In 2011, while visiting the area, Thustra gave 
a street performance with LOVE WARZ 415 fol-
lowing Confluence Gallery's spring Trashion Show. 
Through performance and life Xara Thustra shares 
his love of people and possibilities. Come share his 
unique vision and enjoy cake, Blue Star Coffee and 
other delights. 

DATE: Friday, May 17, 5-8pm. LOCATION: Methow 
Valley Community Center, Twisp. CONTACT: 
509.997.2044, doorno3twisp@gmail.com

[CONFLUENCE GALLERY] 

TRASHION '13

Laura Aspenwall  Ouzel Glassworks
227 Wolf Creek Road,Winthrop
(509) 996-3316
www.ouzelglass.com

New this spring from illustrator Erik Brooks!

AVAILABLE FOR SCHOOL & LIBRARY VISITS 

THROUGHOUT THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST

www.erikbrooks.com • 509.996.4345
H O M E T O W N  R A D I O

ICICLE BROADCASTING, CO.

KOZIKOZI
103.1FM  •  93.5FM  •  100.9FM  •  1230AM

509-682-4033  •  123 East Johnson Avenue  •  Chelan, WA 98816

[DOOR NO.3]

XARA THUSTRA 

OPEN HOUSE

FAb FAsHion EMErGEs        
FroM tHE rECYCLE bin

Trashion ’13 explodes onto the scene Saturday, April 27 
at the Community Center in Twisp, so prepare yourself 
for a visionary recycled fashion show! 

Dust off the pop riveters, sewing machines and welding 
torches, it’s time to do some damage to that pile of 
recyclables you’ve been collecting. The top designers 
win money, including a best student design. Rewards 
are up for grabs in individual categories: most recycled, 
best craftsmanship, most wearable, most creative, 
most fabulous presentation and crowd favorite.

This year’s show planners would like everyone to 
participate. Designers and models will expand minds 
with the results of their bold, beautiful visions and 
dreams. The audience is heartily encouraged to join in 
the fun and honor earth ‘month’ by dressing up in their 
own recycled outfits or accessories. Be part of the eye 
candy. It’s going to be sexy, sassy and scintillating!

$15, Sat, Apr 27. Deadline for entry, Apr 24, with a 
participation cost of $20/adults or $10/students. MV 
Community Center. 509.997.2787.

[CASCADiA]

kEYBOARD CONFECTIONS: 

A FEAst For tHE EArs And PALAtE
Cascadia’s Keyboard Confections on Saturday, March 2 offers an 
array of delights for the ears and palate, featuring piano music by 
visiting and local musicians, and delectable desserts.

Back by popular demand are Asta and Dainius Vaicekonis, who 
delighted audiences at last year’s Keyboard Confections. Originally 
from Lithuania and now based near Seattle, the two have performed 
as soloists and with chamber music groups throughout the world.

The pianists will offer a master class on March 2, from 10 a.m.-1 
p.m. Cost is $20 for performers, $10 for auditors Call 997-9344 to 
register for the class.

The evening performance also features local musicians Lynette Westendorf, Michael Brady, Monica Pettelle, Mag-
gie Coon, Dick Volckmann, and the Hottell Ragtime Band.

Keyboard Confections is Cascadia’s annual fundraiser for scholarships for local music students. Intermission offers 
a spread of delicious desserts. 

DATE: Sat, Mar 2, 7pm. LOCATION: Methow Valley Community Center, Twisp. TICKETS: $15.

San Francisco based artist, Xara 
Thustra, brings her artwork to Twisp 
this May.

509-997-0336
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www.gingerreddington.com 

Ginger Reddington   

Always in the Twisp River Pub 

 
H: 509.997.2721 C: 509.995.2471 

Grammy nominated Smithsonian Folkways artists, Cimarrón, 
travel from a region of Colombia which boasts many regional 
musical traditions that remain firmly rooted among newer 
generations. One of these is música llanera, music of the 
expansive eastern fluvial plains that water the mighty Ori-
noco River and continue into western Venezuela. Ranchlands 
stretch across the region, and more than a century and a half 
of cattle herding has left a mark on the lifeways of its people. 
Harps, guitars of different varieties (bandola, bandolina, 
bandolón, six-stringed guitar), violin, maracas, friction drums 
(zambomba or furruco), and rasps (chácharo and carraca) 
point to Spanish and perhaps indigenous sources.

This is cattle rearing country where life revolves around country ranches. Music accompanies the daily working tasks such as milking and cattle drives. Most striking is the 
festive dance music called joropo, a fiercely virtuoso display of rippling melodies played on harp, bandola and cuatro accompanied by bass, cajon and maracas. This rapid and 
joyous music is sung with high pitched voices reminiscent of Andalusian gipsy roots.

Cimarrón is the most accomplished llanera group in Colombia. A seven piece led by harpist and composer Carlos Rojas, they have 
been working for over twenty years and have performed in Venezuela, Mexico, Guatemala, Chile, Sweden, France, Italy, Austria, 
Slovenia, Holland, Wales, England and the USA. These musicians are immersed in the sounds of ‘los llanos’; they seek to explore 
and experiment with their rich heritage whilst retaining the essence of the tradition.

Carlos was amongst a group 
of Colombian musicians who 
accompanied Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez to perform at his Nobel 
Prize giving ceremony in Sweden 
in 1982. Cimarron’s Smithsonian 
album ‘Si Soy Llanero’ was nomi-
nated for a Grammy in 2005. 
In 2008 Cimarrón delivered a 
showcase at Womex to great ac-
claim from professionals within 
the industry.

Prior to the public performance, 
Cimarrón will perform at seven 
school districts through the Methow Arts’ education program. Methow 
Arts provides FREE tickets to clients of the Cove, Room One and the Senior 
Center. 

Liberty Bell High School student John Sinclair opens with original music.

DATE: Sat, Mar 23, 7pm. TICKETS: $16/Adults advance and $19/Adults 
door; $5/Students ages 5-18 years; $25/Reserved Adult; $10/Reserved 
student. Twisp Daily Business, Riverside Printing in Winthrop, BrownPap-
erTickets.com and Methow Arts Alliance. If you purchase reserved seats 
email Methow Arts to be seated together. LOCATION: Winthrop Barn. CON-
TACT: Methow Arts, 509.997.4004, info@methowartsalliance.org. A friday 
performance will be held at the Omak PAC. 

[METHOW ARTS]

CIMARRON
Õ

The cimarrón is the bull that 
knows no rope, corral, nor 
iron, the steer that has not 

been lassoed nor branded and 
ranges free on the savannas 

and surrounding forests. That 
concept always struck me; 

nothing can be closer to the 
creative spirit that constitutes 

the essence of plains music, 
than that feeling of freedom.

-Carlos Rojas Hernández, 
leader of group Cimarrón

Phil Woras
woodworker

fine
hardwood
furniture &
cabinets

509.996.2589

Twisp
River
Pub

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEKEND!
Check our website to view our menu & 

for a complete live music schedule.

Open 7 days a week 
for Lunch & Dinner

Brunch on Sunday
 10am ‘til 2pm

twispriverpub
www.

.com
201 N Hwy 20   (509) 997-6822

12 micro brews on tap
fine wines & full bar

fresh ground burgers
gourmet sandwiches

specialty salads
steak  -  pasta

seafood & more!

free wireless internet

Sign up for our NEW email newsletter 
on our website and find out what’s 

happening at the pub

Winter Hours Nov - May (Thurs - Sun)
June-Oct - Open Every Day 
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METHOW SALMON RECOVERY FOUNDATION
SALMON  -  PUBLIC ART  -  EDUCATION - HABITAT  -  COMMUNITY 

509.429.1232 - www.MethowSalmonRecoveryFoundation.org

    po box 272 winthrop wa 98862   (509) 996-3925
www.winthropGallery.com
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Two prominent river valleys are situated in Okanogan 
County, the Methow and the Okanogan. Two valleys side by 
side, neighbors separated by a narrow range of granite and 
conifer covered mountains. Distinguished artist and teacher 
Dan Brown, from the Okanogan side, curates an innovative 
exhibit at Confluence Gallery starting April 6. Two Val-
leys explores the effect of environment on artists’ work by 
displaying, side by side, artwork from both sides of the Loup 
Loup Pass. 

One valley is divided by a clear, fast-flowing river with for-
ested mountains close on both sides, the other by a tranquil 
river and hills whose structure is obvious, without a cloak of 
trees. Each valley is as proud of their artists as they are their 
apples, but are they the same varieties or are they very dif-
ferent? See if you can tell which valley each artist comes from or even where in their valley they live. Observe the 
power of the Okanogan in their work. 

Dan Brown sees artists as explorers, constantly searching for and being exposed to materials, images and artistic 
influences in their travels. Two Valleys asks us to ques-
tion which is stronger, the new and exotic or the sense of 
place absorbed from having roots in the Okanogan. “The 
Okanogan is a powerful place; it holds us near even when 
we travel far,” says Brown. “If we are new to it, it grabs 
hold quickly. If we are born here, we never leave or we 
return as soon as we are able.”

Confluence urges you to take part in this visual exploration of Two Valleys by considering how place, in all its 
forms affects art. Think about whether Joe Feddersen’s art is more heavily influenced by his roots, his travels or 
academia. Is Caryl Campbell’s work affected more by her scientific mind or the emotional reaction to her environ-
ment? What or who influence’s Gert Webster’s work? Does the social milieu have as strong an affect as nature? Is 
there an inner and outer environment to consider when viewing Jim Weaver’s paintings? What is the source for 
Michael Azzano’s passionate work? Do Phoebe Webb’s photographs reveal more than meets the eye? 

DATES: Exhibit, April 6-June 1; Reception, April 6, 4-8pm. LOCATION: Confluence Gallery and Art Center, 104 
Glover St, Twisp. CONTACT: 509.997.2787, www.ConfluenceGallery.com

[CONFLUENCE GALLERY]

TWO VALLEYS [WINTHROP GALLERY]

SPRING BEAUTIES
Nothing says springtime in the Methow more 
than the brief, much anticipated appearance 
of the tiny but colorful flowers that follow the 
retreating snow in April and May.  Yellow bells, 
blue bells, spring beauties, buttercups, shooting 
stars and more all transform the landscape and 
bring joy to our winter-weary hearts.  These 
early spring flowers are the inspiration for a 
show by the cooperative artists of the Winthrop 
Gallery.  Viewed up close, a single flower re-
veals the delicate beauty of a natural wonder.  
Seen as part of the landscape they rejuvenate 
meadows and hillsides, and us as well.  Join the 
artists of the Winthrop Gallery in a celebration 
of our native plants represented in paintings, 
photography, drawings, ceramics, textiles and 
more.

DATES: Exhibit, April 25-May 27; Reception, Sat, 
April 27, 5-7pm.  Refreshments will be served. 
LOCATION: Winthrop Gallery, 237 Riverside, 
downtown Winthrop.  Spring hours 10am-
5pm, Thursday through Monday.  CONTACT: 
509.996.3925, www.winthropgallery.com.

Yellow Bell and Spring Beauty by Dennis O'Callaghan

Two Valleys explores the effect of 
environment on artists’ work by 

displaying, side by side, artwork from 
both sides of the Loup Loup Pass.

Horsepower by Michael Azzano

In 2000 kAtE JonEs became the second executive 
director of Methow Arts, leading the organization for 
over nine years. Jones was instrumental in enhancing 
the arts education partnership through expansion into 
five new school districts in Okanogan County, curating 
a dynamic performance series and continuing to build 
promotion of local artists and organizations in the 
Methow Valley. Jones relocated to Telluride, Colorado 
to take on a new challenge in 2010 where she now di-
rects the Telluride Council for the Arts and Humanities.

(Sculpture in background by Flair Robinson, a Telluride artist.)

SNAPSHOT: kATE JONES
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509-997-2050
www.roomone.org

[METHOW ARTS]

THE REVELERS
Founded in Lafayette, Louisiana by members of the Red Stick Ramblers and the Pine Leaf Boys, the Revelers are 
ambassadors of the dance hall tradition from that mythical region of the US, where music is a function within 
a larger picture of community. The band has been honoring its roots by founding the annual, widely successful 
South Louisiana Black Pot Festival & Cook-off; a two-day gathering with music, dancing, camping and old-fash-
ioned black pot cook-offs.

"You can dance, you can play your fiddle, or you can cut onions and mince garlic - just get in where you fit in," says 
guitarist and songwriter Chas Justus. “Each has a role in this social organism that continues to grow and change.”

The Revelers are the featured band in 
the 3rd season of HBO’s Treme; they 
were sought out by Anthony Bourdain 
for the season finale of ‘No Reserva-
tions’. 

The Revelers also play an active part in 
the Cajun Mardi Gras, an event often 
associated with New Orleans that 
takes on a completely different feel 
in Acadiana. There are no beads, no 
parades, just a down home country 
feel in a ritual that stretches back 
to 15-century France. In the days of 
Mardi Gras before the coming repen-
tance and fasting of lent, the beast 
and the devil within are unleashed for 
one last round of trickery, good times 
and revelry in which The Revelers are 
renowned experts. 

The Revelers are Daniel Coolik (fiddle, 
guitar, vocals), Glenn Fields (drums, 
vocals), Blake Miller (Accordion, 
fiddle, guitar, vocals), Chas Justus 
(guitar vocals), Eric Frey (bass, vocals). 

As individuals, they are each in high demand, having performed, recorded or written with Natalie Merchant, Linda 
Rondstadt, Preston Frank, Walter Moution, Mamadou Diabate, Cedric Watson and Tim O’Brien.

The evening will feature Art on my dEsk, the senior project of Sage Abate, which has a goal to raise funds for Arts 
Education Programs in the Methow Valley. The project asks local artists to unleash their creativity on school desks 
currently in storage above Liberty Bell high school and  transform them into ART pieces and be sold in a silent auc-
tion that evening.

The Revelers will perform at seven school districts through the Methow Arts’ education program prior to the pub-
lic performance. They will also teach a black pot cooking class with a dinner to follow on Wednesday, April 16. Call 
Methow Arts for information. Space is limited.

DATE: SAT, APR 20, 7PM. TICKETS: $15/Adults advance, $19/Door, $25/Reserved Adult. $5/Students, $10/Reserved 
Child/Student. Twisp Daily Business, Riverside Printing in Winthrop, Methow Arts office, BrownPaperTickets.com. 
WINTHROP BARN. CONTACT: METHOW ARTS, 509.997.4004, info@methowartsalliance.org 

Ann Diamond, MD
Christopher Hogness, MD
Leesa Linck, MD
Danielle Micheletti, PA-C

BOARD CERTIFIED
Family Medicine  -  Internal Medicine
Pediatrics  -  Medical Genetics

PO Box 945
1116 Hwy 20
Winthrop, WA  98862-0945
Office (509) 996-8180      
FAX (509) 996-3374

The
Country
Clinic

methow valley sanitation service 
& recycling roundup have joined 
forces to create:

509-997-8862  •  wastewisemethow.com

recycling & garbage services

commercial & residential

locally owned & operated

WWM_Ad2.indd   1 2/4/13   10:01 AM

Swamp-pop, Cajun, Country, Blues and Zydeco - a powerful tonic of roots 
music straight from southwest Louisiana on Saturday, April 20.

RICHARD S. BEYER
1925-2012
Richard S. Beyer, Sculptor, was born July 26, 1925, in 
Washington, DC, and forty years later he set out on 
an artistic career in Seattle, Washington. He passed 
away on April 9th, 2012, in New York City, NY.

"Art is seeing common things transformed 
by love, and the best public art belongs to the 
story of a community," said rich. 
Between 1968 and 2006 he created over 90 sculp-
tures for public spaces in cities and towns through-
out the US including "Children Taking Water to 
Herbs" in the Twisp Commons. His studio, Beyer's 
Foundrey in Pateros is now owned and operated by 
artist Steve Love. His works reflect local values and 
lore. His designs are active and direct, using animals 
and people with expressively carved gestures to 
tell stories about experience and interaction. Beyer 
used humor to affirm the human condition, often 
making fun of things that limit and debase, such 
as pretension and complacency. This is art that can 
challenge our ordinary assumptions, yet is totally 
approachable by young and old - an "art people 
love!" 
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[TWISP WORKS]

CREATIVE HUB FORMS AT TWISPWORkS
The concentration of creative energy is growing at TwispWorks, with three new campus partners joining 
graphic designer Corin McDonald to form a new creative hub in the main office building at TwispWorks.

Architect Brice Butler, solar engineer Stuart Metler and ecologist Crystal Elliot say their diverse profes-
sional backgrounds reflect a shared passion for design at various levels. They are all energized by the 
collaborative potential of TwispWorks and the opportunity to work with other ambitious creative profes-
sionals.

A specialist in retail architecture and custom home design, architect Brice Butler has been travelling to 
the Methow since childhood to fish and play in the woods. Transitioning to retirement in 2008, Butler 
built the home of this dreams just outside the Twisp city limits and anticipated relaxing there with fre-
quent visits from his three adult children. However, the calm of retirement quickly waned as he became 
involved in the community and reignited his love for design.  

Butler first got involved with TwispWorks by facilitating a workshop to help teens design the interior of 
the Valley Teen Center at TwispWorks. He is currently part of the core creative team for the Made in the Methow campaign.

“I see [TwispWorks] as an idea center or a think tank for the Methow,” he said. “When you are with other people with big  
ideas, things start clicking.”

Stuart Metler was an engineer working in the solar industry when he realized 
that he couldn’t live behind a desk. Armed with a passion for solar engineer-
ing, an altruistic spirit and a desire to travel, in 2009 Metler co-founded NuSol 
Capacity Fund, a non-profit whose mission is to install solar electric systems in 
rural, impoverished areas of South America. 

“Right now our focus is in Peru where we have done two pilot projects which 
have gone well,” Metler said. “One of them in the Amazon jungle and one in 
the Southern Andes.”

Metler had frequently visited the Methow to ski and bike before relocating 
from Bellingham in 2012, and is currently building a house in Winthrop. He 
looks forward to collaborating with young people on the TwispWorks campus, 
and demonstrating the systems NuSol is installing in South America.

A specialist in habitat restoration and natural resource planning for Herrera, an 
environmental firm with projects throughout the region, Crystal Elliot recently 
moved to the Methow Valley from Seattle. She has already worked with several 
of the entities involved in restoration here in the Valley, and sees her new part-
nership with TwispWorks as a way to bring together her love for the outdoors, 
reverence for nature, and desire to become an active member of the  
community. 
 

FLASH FICTION is a style of fictional writing that is known for 
its extreme brevity.  Also called, sudden fiction, micro fiction, 

micro-story, post card fiction.

trY it At HoME: Set a timer for five minutes and "write a story 
about..." whatever comes to mind. Then cut as much as you can!

[METHOW ARTS]

M.A.W.
A Call to order: the Methow Asylum for Writers
In accordance with its mission to provide professional platforms for local writers 
-- to help raise the bar, to increase exposure, and to better one's chance of being 
taken seriously and getting published above and beyond the local scene -- the 
recently established Methow Asylum for Writers (M.A.W.) will compile and  
publish a four-page insert of local poetry, prose, and illustration in the summer 
2013 ART magazine.

Drawing on a diversity of writing, publishing, and promotional experience, the 
M.A.W. mission is “to help writers in the Methow Valley improve, publish, per-
form, network, and feel confident in exercising their creative courage” says found-
ing poet and fiction writer, Patrick McGann. 

Under the leadership of Patrick, poet, Abbie Miller, and journalist/blogger, Geor-
gina Tobiska, this newly formed collective also hopes to host regular meetings, 
salons, workshops and open mike sessions where local writers can put their prose 
into action and feel supported by the greater Methow writing community. 

For the insert, MAW is seeking poetry, 50-word prose poems, Flash fiction under 
250 words, short fiction under 1000 words, creative non-fiction under 1,000 
words. M.A.W is also looking for two additional members to round out its board 
of directors. 

For additional information, to join MAW’s mailing list, or to submit work to the 
inaugural insert, contact asylum98856@yahoo.com


