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2013 ARTS PARTNERS

Winthrop Chamber of Commerce 
1-888-463-8469, (509) 996-2125 
info@winthropwashington.com

Methow Arts Alliance
109 Second Avenue, PO Box 723
Twisp, WA 98856
509.997.4004
www.MethowValleyArts.org

Twisp, WA 98856 
509.997.2044 or 509.449.1789

doorno3twisp@gmail.com

arts partners make this project a reality.  each partner is dedicated to collaborative promotion of the arts & Culture 
in our region. to learn more about becoming an arts partner, contact info@Methowartsalliance.org

______  Yes, i want
to support the arts!
$_________ Please mail your check to: 

PO BOX 723, TWISP, WA 98856
Donations are tax deductible! Methow Arts is 501(c)3 not-for 
profit organization. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT.

methow arts alliance  is a non profit organization 
founded in 1983 that enriches the lives of our community 
through a variety of diverse art programs.

board of directors
Alison Philbin, President 
Don Ashford, Vice President 
Rob Thorlakson, Treasurer 
Joseph Weaver, Secretary 
Ann Diamond
T. Lewis
Carol W. Mitchell
Linda Robertson

staff
Amanda L. Jackson, Executive Director
Ashley Lodato, Arts Education Director
Erik Brooks, Communications
Suzette Gurtisen, Americorps Volunteer

WINTER 2012-2013
froM the direCtor:

Amanda L. Jackson, Executive Director
Methow Arts Alliance

The ART Magazine is published quarterly. Annual 
circulation is 12,000. All contents are copyrighted and may 
not be used without the express consent of the publisher.

visit our Website and arts CaLendar
www.Methowarts.org

Published and designed by Methow Arts Alliance
info@methowartsalliance.org
www.MethowArts.org
509.997.4004

supporters

magazine connects audiences with 
the work of our many resident and visiting 

artists and the organizations that provide a 
breadth of arts programming. It is a celebration 
of the vision, genius and creativity that abound 
in the Methow Valley and beyond. To receive this 
publication in the mail, please become a member 
of one or more of our collaborating Arts Partner 
organizations. Thank you for supporting a rich 
and varied arts community.  

x

Twisp, WA 98856
509.997.2926

www.twispinfo.com

509.997.2787
www.confluencegallery.com

  
509.996.3925

www.winthropgallery.com

509.996.6000
www.methowmusicfestival.org

Twisp, WA 98856
509.997.7529

www.mercplayhouse.org

Winthrop Music Association 
509.997.3837 

www.winthropbluesfestival.com

Winthrop rhYthM 
& bLues fest

TwispWorks 
509.997.3300

www.twispworks.org

Twisp, WA 98856
509.997.4601

www.cascadiamusic.org

Help us to 
support the arts 
with your 
MEMBERSHIP....
30 years - 2013! 

This edition features the talents of Matt Armbrust, one of our teach-
ing artists who works with school students. As one of the four pillars 
of Methow Arts Alliance, ARTS EDUCATION is simply who we are. 
ART grows here!  As our students imagine, create, and reflect, they 
are developing both the verbal and nonverbal abilities necessary for 
school progress. Because these deeply felt experiences transcend 
our daily reality, there is no substitute for the arts, which provide 
bridges to things we can scarcely describe, but respond to deeply. In 
the simplest terms, no education is complete without them. In 2013 
we will turn 30 years old! We plan to celebrate by increasing our 
reach in arts education to include three new school districts (from six 
to nine) in Okanogan County. We value your support in making these 
free programs a reality for our students and our community. 

I wish you a warm and inspired holiday season! 
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Brought to you by Central Reservations

WINTER IN THE METHOW

                                       ART GROWS HERE. 
ART is alive and well in the Methow. Remember 
(or find at the library) if you will, Leo Lionni’s 

incredible picture book, Frederick, from 1973. While 
the other mice gather food, Frederick spends his fall 

gathering colors, and words. When the food runs out, it 
is Frederick, the dreamer and poet who gets his fellow 

mice through the darkest days of winter.

Art, like food, grows here! And we are fortunate to have 
vast stores of inspiration to last us through the long and 

snowy winter. Poetry and photography submissions from 
local artists can be found throughout this edition of ART – 

something we plan to continue into future issues. 

Look for our own splash of local color, the balsam root symbol, to locate 
these submissions. And because of the quantity of submissions received, find many more on-
line at MethowArts.org - HOT TOPICS. 

TriniTy
By Linda Robertson

Bears,
meant
for Polar—

curves 
of bronze.
One's
 
ear tip 
hollowed
against a chest.

Another,
sinew
at its temple.

Temple.
Marble Temple
in a timid corner.                                                                             

Pulse-mates.
On an alabaster
ledge — veined, glacial.

The third
keeps watch—
its jowls 

neighbor
a back, 
massive haunch.

Six eyes; 
three
sets, opened.

Not far from here, 
warmth cleaves 
shelves of ice.

They listen.

 

Monica Romano, Frozen in Time

Snow Bears, by Georgia Gerber 
Photo by Linda Robertson

***
Linda Robertson's Trinity is an example of 
ekphrastic poetry or poetry that is 
inspired by a work of art.

Poems of this variety attempt to describe 
- via physical characteristics, mood, 
response, etc. - a real or imagined 
experience of a particular image or object.

*** 
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WINTER CALENDAR 
**Classes in oranGe. More information online 
www.MethowValleyArts.org

DECEMBER 
twisp holiday bazaar 
Dec 1, 9am-3pm  
Methow Valley Community Center, Twisp

the atomic bombshells [adult only] burlesque show
Sat, Dec 1, 7pm
From Seattle, at the Winthrop Barn. Methow Arts, 
509.997.4004, info@MethowArtsAlliance.org

Kitchen arts with Kate posey: Mastering the perfect pie 
Crust (and adult eggnog!)
Sun, Dec 2, 1-3:30pm
Learn laminated pastry basics, bake a holiday pie, discover 
the secrets of shatteringly flaky crust, and make old fash-
ioned eggnog. $35/includes recipes and snacks. Registra-
tion required.Confluence Gallery, 509.997.2787, 
www.confluencegallery.com

Exhibit: Festival of Light
Through Jan 5 
Brighten your winter with an enlightened exhibit. 
See article. Confluence Gallery, Twisp, 
509.997.2787, www.confluencegallery.com

Jean shepherd’s, a Christmas story
Dec 7-23, Thu, Fri, Sat, 7pm; Sun, 2pm
A play based on the motion picture. See article.
The Merc Playhouse, Twisp. 509.996.9295 or
www.mercplayhouse.org

sip and shop
Fri, Dec 7, 5-7pm
Shopping, treats and music by Lauralee Northcott and 
Jennifer Epps. 
Leslie Strand instructs “make & take” holiday ornaments.
Confluence Gallery, Twisp, 509.997.2787,
www.confluencegallery.com

Christmas bazaar
Dec 8, 9am-3pm 
Winthrop Barn & Auditorium, Winthrop, WA.

black tie, denim and diamonds
Sat, Dec 8, 7-10pm
An elegant evening. $20, $35/couples. See article.
Confluence Gallery, 509.997.2787,
www.confluencegallery.com

Cascadia’s holiday Concerts
Tues and Wed, Dec 11-12, 7pm
Pre-concert music at 6:30pm by Pipestone Youth Orches-
tra. Methow Valley Community Center, 509.997.0222  

sip and shop 
Fri, Dec 14, 5-7pm
Shopping, treats and music by Emele Clothier. Leslie 
Strand teaches “make and take” holiday ornaments. 
Confluence Gallery, Twisp, 509.997.2787, 
www.confluencegallery.com

Spartan Art Project & Winter Festival
Sat, Dec 15, 6-10pm
The public unveiling of a new collaborative gallery space.
At Twispworks. Contact: mattpotter@holdenvillage.org, 
509.997.1022

Mosaic Mandalas with nicole ringgold
Sat, Dec 15, 11am-2pm
Inspired by Buddhist and Hindu traditional mandalas, 
you’ll learn to mosaic using pottery and glass on a 12” 
circular panel. Please bring a special object to incorporate 
into your mosaic. $45. 
Confluence Gallery, Twisp, 509.997.2787, 
www.confluencegallery.com

sip and shop 
Fri, Dec 21, 5-7pm
Shopping and treats and music by Ken Bevis. 
Confluence Gallery, Twisp, 509.997.2787, 
www.confluencegallery.com

After School Arts with Margaret Kingston
Wed & Fridays,  through Dec 21, 3:30-5:30pm  
Kids in grades 3-6 develop art making skills using a range 
of materials and techniques. $35/week or $125/4 weeks. 
Registration required. Confluence Gallery, 509.997.2787, 
www.confluencegallery.com

sip and shop 
Fri, Dec 28, 5-7pm
Shopping, treats and music
Confluence Gallery, Twisp, 509.997.2787,
www.confluencegallery.com

JANUARY
January Merc night of Jazz
Jan 5, 7pm
A full 4 piece rhythm section and 5 horns full of local 
jazz musicians.
The Merc Playhouse, Twisp. 509.997-0276 

Winthrop Gallery: Holiday Gift Show
Through January 7, 2013
Holiday art and gifts.  See article.
At Winthrop Gallery, 237 Riverside Ave, 509.996.3925
www.winthropgallery.com

anonymous exhibit
Jan 12–Mar 15
Reception: Sat, January 12, 4-8pm
Mystery artists exhibit. See article.
Confluence Gallery, Twisp, 509.997.2787, 
www.confluencegallery.com

Methow arts presents: delhi 2 dublin
Sat, Jan 19, 7pm
From Vancouver, BC, World Fusion. Indian, Celtic.
See article. At the Winthrop Barn. 
Methow Arts, 509.997.4004, 
info@MethowArtsAlliance.org

studio thursdays at door no. 3
Jan 24, Jan 31 & Feb 7 or Feb 21, Feb 28 & Mar 4, 3-6pm 
(Choose from two 3-night sessions)
Use facilities at Door No. 3 to do a project or just experi-
ment. Monoprinting, multi-color block printing, project 
advice and more. Space limited. Registration required.  3 
sessions/$60 or $25/day.Door No. 3, Twisp. 509.997.2044 
or 509.449.1079, doorno.3twisp@gmail.com

EVENTS/CLASSES/EXHIBITS
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 Learn Monoprints at Door No.3 during open studio days.

 Mosaic Mandalas at the Confluence Gallery and Art Center.

 Atomic Bombshells. Dec 1 at the Winthrop Barn.
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the Merc playhouse: readers' theater: the Women
by Clare booth Luce
Jan 24-26, Thu, Fri, Sat, 7pm
Admission by Donation. The Merc Playhouse, Twisp. 
509.996.9295

FEBRUARY 
animal portraits in oils with rebecca Myers 
Feb 2, 9, 16, 23, 11am-2pm 
A four-part photorealistic animal painting class. 
$225/4 classes. 
Confluence Gallery, Twisp, 509.997.2787, 
www.confluencegallery.com

s.e.e.d.s student salon
Feb 3, 4-5pm 
The Studio, 109B N. Glover St., Twisp. 509.996.9295

Valentine Block Printing with Laura Gunnip
Sat, Feb 9, 10am-2pm 
The basics of block printing using the two-color reduc-
tion technique. $50, includes supplies.
Door No. 3, Twisp. Register: 509.997.2044, 
doorno.3twisp@gmail.com

studio thursdays at door no. 3
Feb 21, Feb 28 & Mar 4, 3-6pm
Use facilities at Door No. 3 to do a project or just experi-
ment. Monoprinting, multi-color block printing, project 
advice and more. Space limited. Registration required.  
3 sessions/$60, or $25/per day fee. 
Door No. 3, Twisp. 509.997.2044 or 509.449.1079, 
doorno.3twisp@gmail.com

Project Valentine: 
Secret valentine making session and nominations
Due Sun, Feb 12, 3-6pm
Free, donations of postage appreciated. See article.
Door No. 3, Twisp. 509.997.2044 or 509.449.1079, 
doorno.3twisp@gmail.com

dog & Cat photo Contest
Feb 13-25
Reception: Sun, Feb 17, 11am-3pm
Amateur photo contest for animal lovers. See article.
Winthrop Gallery, 237 Riverside Ave, 509.996.3925
www.winthropgallery.com

Animal Attraction
Feb 13-Mar 25 
Reception: Sun, Feb 17, 11am-3pm
Group show by cooperative member artists. See article.
Winthrop Gallery, 237 Riverside Ave, 509.996.3925
www.winthropgallery.com

 Frog Silkscreen by Laura Gunnip.

Winthrop Gallery: Animal Attraction
Through Mar 25
Group show by cooperative member artists. See article.
Winthrop Gallery, 237 Riverside Ave, 509.996.3925
www.winthropgallery.com

CALENdAr CoNTINuEd 

P R I N T I N G
Design ● Writing ● Printing ● Distribution

The winner of the 
Pacific Northwest 
News Association

Print Quality
Award is proud to 
print Methow Arts’ 

magazine!

Call us at (509) 664-7127
to print your publication!
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readers' theater: almost Maine by John Cariani
Feb 22 & 23, Fri, Sat, 7pm
Admission by donation. The Merc Playhouse, Twisp. 
509.996.9295 or www.mercplayhouse.org

Multi Color Silkscreen Printing with Laura Gunnip
Sat, Feb 23, 10am–2pm 
Learn to screenprint for the first time or build on 
your skills from a previous silkscreen class. Learn 
how to register a design to print more than one 
color. $50, includes supplies. 
Door No. 3, Twisp. Register: 509.997.2044, 
doorno.3twisp@gmail.com 
 
EARLY MARCH 
God of Carnage by Yasmina reza
Winner of the 2009 Tony Award
Mar 1-17, Thu, Fri, Sat, 7pm; Sun, 2pm
The Merc Playhouse, Twisp. 509.996.9295 or
www.mercplayhouse.org

Keyboard Confections
Mar 2, 7pm
Local and regional pianists and delectable 
desserts. Methow Valley Community Center.               
Cascadia: 509.997.0222. 

CASCADIA PRESENTS: KEYBOARD CONFECTIONS

Keyboard Confections, featuring local and regional pianists and 
delectable desserts, will be held March 2, 7pm at the Methow  
Valley Community Center. The concert is sponsored by Cascadia, 
the Methow Music Association. 509.997.0222

Complete Private Cabins

Jeff & Alicia Brown
887 Wolf Creek Road, Winthrop WA 98862

(509) 996-2571 www.methownet.com/brownsfarm

Brown’s Farm

Teri Pieper captures the essence of Luna and Guthrie. 

Get out your cameras and enter your favorite pooch or kitty glamour shot in this year's Winthrop Gallery Dog 
and Cat Photo Contest.  For amateur and professional photographers alike. To enter, submit one or more photos, 
framed and ready to hang, to the Winthrop Gallery by Mon, Feb 11. ENTRY FEE: $5 per photo. Photographers 14 
and under may enter one photo for FREE.  All entry fees donated to Okanogan County low-cost spay and neuter 
organizations.  Prizes awarded in several categories.  

DATES: Reception, Sun, Feb 17, 11-3pm, refreshments served; Exhibit, Feb 13-25. LOCATION: The Winthrop 
Gallery, 237 Riverside, downtown Winthrop. HOURS: Winter 10am-5pm, Wednesday through Monday.                    
CONTACT: 509.996.3925, www.winthropgallery.com. 

[WINTHROP GALLERY]

dog & Cat Photo Contest
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With new leaders at the helm, Pipestone Orchestra and the Cascadia Chorale come 
together December 11 and 12 for the popular annual community concerts in the 
Methow Valley Community Center.

The concerts will be the first public performances for Pipestone Orchestra’s new 
conductor, Tara Kaiyala Weaver, and Dana Stromberger, new director of the Chorale. 
Both women have been actively involved for many years in the groups they now lead.

“I started singing with the chorale in 1990 under the direction of Gini Wagner. It feels 
a bit like a story being completed,” Stromberger said. “I sang under her direction at 
the Methodist Church from 1990-1999, then took over that choir and directed it for 
12 years. Now I’m taking on a much larger and more challenging choir in which I used 
to sing for her as well. It’s a dream come true, really!”

Weaver was concertmaster of the Pipestone Orchestra before being named conduc-
tor when Terry Hunt stepped down last year. 

“What a treat it is to stand in front of this group of musicians and hear the music, 
and be enmeshed in the entire musical experience,” Weaver said. “We are very 
pleased to have Norma Shull as concertmaster following the departure of John 

[PIPESTONE ORCHESTRA & CASCADIA CHORALE]

HOLIDAY CONCERTS

GOT ART?
SEND US YOUR

CREATIVE WORK
for our upcoming ART 

Magazine. 
DUE January 4.

Specifically we are looking for:
Photographs

Short Poems....Short stories
Tributes

DOODLES
Opinions/Editorials regarding the arts

Updates.....Cartoons
Please send mail or email with your name, contact 

information, title of piece, date and any credits. 

info@methowartsalliance.org, 509.997.4004

Shoulders
Mom, it was the sleeves

I hated.  Puffed up,

gathered as if on purpose

to keep me childish.

You could make dresses 

look storebought but for the shoulders.

They gave us away – cotton humps, swollen

and hovering near the corner of my eye.

Those sleeves bore all the heat

August stuffed into the sewing room,

puffing sullen life

into this pin-pricked mannequin.

Oh, the sleeves you had to rip out

while my tears shredded frayed edges

of cotton and wool.

Those sleeves mattered less

in pumpkin months,

in middle school corridors

where I gathered glances like charms

silver and dangling from my wrist.

The mannequin in me forgot August

and how I sent you back

and back to the Singer,

your thrifty shoulders

rounded to the work at hand.

E. Owen

Emily Dickinson wrote:

“Hope is the thing with feathers.”

I believe this, and…

Patience is sometimes the

tedious architect of  hope,

the devoted engineer of  faith.

Have you ever watched 

a cormorant, perched 

on an abandoned dock piling, 

face to the wind, 

wings outstretched,

hoping for eminent flight,

but wise enough 

to wait for dry feathers?

Architect of Hope by Danica Kaufman

Weeks, and myself into this new role.”

The new conductor and director will bring their own styles and musical prefer-
ences to the concerts. “The program is a mix,” says Stromberger. “I’ve chosen 
music I like for one reason or another. That’s a big thing with me, as a director – I 
can’t direct music I don’t like! We're doing a couple of songs that Gini introduced 
me to years ago, some classic carols, some more modern pieces, a spiritual, and 
Wayne Mendro has specially arranged a four-song medley for the chorale this 
year. "

“The pieces are all beautiful, meaningful to me personally, or really fun to sing 
– or sometimes all three,” Stromberger said. “The choral is learning 12 pieces 
they’ve never seen before. That’s a lot of music to learn in 12 rehearsals. We 
have 41 singers, which is the largest group in a while. We are fortunate indeed to 
have Nancy Acheson at the piano”

Weaver is excited to perform the Allegretto movement, titled “Shepherd’s Hymn 
after the Storm,” from Beethoven’s 6th Symphony (Pastorale). “This is certainly 
one of the most beautiful pieces of music ever written and a dream of mine to 
perform for many years,” Weaver said. "The performances begin at 6:30pm with 
the Pipestone Youth Orchestra playing pre-concert music until 7pm. “Come early 
to hear this marvelous young group of musicians.”

The Pipestone Orchestra will bring in the choir at 7pm “with a surprise,” Weaver 
said, followed by Joy to the World. The Beethoven movement will be performed 
after intermission, and the program finale is the “Russian Dance,” or “Trepak” 
movement, from Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker Suite. 

The orchestra will accompany the Cascadia Chorale for one piece, and smaller 
musical ensembles will accompany other choral pieces.

“The holiday concerts are two of the most beloved and well-attended musical 
events in our community each year,” Weaver said. “It always feels as if the entire 
room full of people shares and participates in this event together. It is a room 
filled with the spirit of the season.”

The concerts are sponsored by Cascadia, the Methow Music Association, and are 
free to the public. 

DATE: Dec, 11& 12, 6:30pm for an early concert and 7pm for the choir. LOCATION: 
The Methow Valley Community Center, Twisp. CONTACT: Cascadia, 509.997.0222  
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www.twispinfo.com
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Twisp VIC
Twisp Chamber 509.997.2020

509.997.2926

•Mobile Showroom
•Personalized Services
•Computerized Kitchen     
  Design
•Corian & Granite  
  Countertops
•Wholesale Appliances

Marc Robertson
P.O. Box 844
Winthrop, WA 98862

Office 509/996-3771
Fax 509/996-3871

Mobile 509/669-0777

 t DESIGNS 2000, Inc.  t
                  t CABINET SALES  t

  800.757.2709 
www.RiverRun-Inn.com

On the Methow River in Winthrop, WA
Cabins, Private Rooms, 

Vacation Home
Indoor Pool & Hot Tub

[METHOW ARTS]

DELHI 2 DUBLIN
Delhi 2 Dublin (D2D) is a Canadian world music group whose style is primarily a fusion of Bhangra (Punjabi Indian) and Celtic music. Blending east and west, electronic and 
acoustic, mainstream and underground, the five member D2D crew takes listeners on a wild and borderless trip with their global sounds. The band fuses the traditional 

sounds of tabla, dhol, fiddle, and sitar with cutting edge DJ aesthetics, to create a highly 
charged multi-cultural dance celebration.

With an awe-inspiring fiddle player rocking out with a kilt-wearing Korean flanked by two 
bouncing Bhangra percussionists and a vocalist who looks like he would be at home in a Bol-
lywood music video, D2D has created their own niche at the intersection of gritty hip hop and 
electronic beats, traditional Indian influences and that raw Celtic sound that packs a punch – all 
of which make you want to get up and dance.

Prior to the public perfor-
mance, Delhi 2 Dublin will 
perform at six school dis-
tricts through the Methow 
Arts program, reaching over 
5,000 students. 

Methow Arts provides FREE 
tickets to clients of the 
Cove, Room One and the 

Senior Center. Sponsors: National Endowment for the Arts, Arts Washington, Humanities Wash-
ington, Methow Community Fund, Community Foundation of North Central Washington, Public 
School Funding Alliance and many, many more.

DATES: Sat, Jan 19, 7pm. TICKETS: $15/advance, $19/door, $5/students 5-18. Reserved seating 
available $10-$25. BrownPaperTickets.com, Methow Arts, Riverside Printing in Winthrop and 
the Twisp Daily Business. Kids under 5 are free. LOCATION: Winthrop Barn. CONTACT: Methow 
Arts, info@methowartsalliance.org, 509.997.4004.

“WHEn you HEAr tHE riGHt CoMBinAtion oF SounDS – 
MuCh LiKe When You Learned that bLue and YeLLoW 
MAKE GrEEn – SoMEtHinG iGnitES. tAKE An ELECtriC 
sitar, a CeLtiC fiddLe, eLeCtroniC MixinG and biLin-
GuAL VoCALS AnD A nEW GEnrE iS Born – tHiS iS DELHi 
2 dubLin. and this speCies has fanGs.” 

— tHE roGuE VALLEy MESSEnGEr

Creating real change in your skin. 

skincare

The perfect gift!
Gift Certificates available. 
www.nectarskintherapy.com

509.429.6207

[MERC PLAYHOUSE]

JEAN SHEPHERD'S A CHRISTMAS STORY

Based on the motion picture.  By Philip Grecian

Humorist Jean Shepherd's memoir of growing up in the midwest in the 
1940s follows 9-year-old Ralphie Parker in his quest to get a genuine Red 
Ryder BB gun under the tree for Christmas. Ralphie pleads his case before 
his mother, his teacher and even Santa Claus himself, at Goldblatt's Depart-
ment Store. The consistent response: "You'll shoot your eye out." Enjoy this 
beloved Christmas story which has developed a devoted following over the 
years. Directed by Julie Wenzel.

DATES: Dec 7-23.  Thursdays, Fridays, & Saturdays 7 pm. Sundays 2 pm. 
Adults/$15.  Youth/$5 18 & Under. “Pay What You Can” performance Thurs, 
Dec 13, 7 p.m.  LOCATION: The Merc Playhouse, 101 S. Glover St, Twisp. 
CONTACT: 509.997.7529, www.mercplayhouse.org

A Christmas Story captures 9-year old Ralphie Parker's Christmas experience set in the 1940's midwest.

We wish you a warm and artistic 

HOLIDAY Season!

From all of us at Methow Art Alliance...
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A Teaching Artist
In 2013 , Methow Arts Alliance holds a goal of increasing our 

reach from six to nine school districts, or over 7,000 
students through our Artist Education Partnership. 
This includes innovative professional Artist-in-
Residence programs and a diverse school 
performance series in Okanogan county.

As one of 31 artists on our roster - teaching 
pottery & watercolor - and a recent par-
ticipant in the Teacher Artist Training Labs, 
Armbrust is committed to both both his 
studio time and his classrooms. 

Armbrust's teaching centers around the 
concept of craft and his desire to reveal 
how things are made -- to keep quality 
craftsmanship and ideas of self-reliance 
alive in our ever consumer driven culture. 
By encouraging the artistic and joyous ele-
ments of functional things, he creates an 
immediate connection with his students. 

Additional Teaching Highlights:
Four Time Guest Lecturer for the Kairos Lyceum: 

Conversations about interdisciplinary common ground 
between music and the visual arts

Adjunct Lecturer at CWU: Taught intro to Ceramics

Head Potter for Holden Village

Ceramics Technician and Teacher for Gallery One 

Owner of Earth Revolution Ceramics Studio

Guest Ceramics  Demo at WVCC

 A Methow Valley Public School Substitute Teacher 

Serves on the Board of Cascadia

Feature article by Marcy Stamper, Photos by Taylor Spaulding

Matt Armbrust can turn out ceramics that are as 
shapely and refined as they are functional. But 
it’s a less tangible aesthetic that inspires him—
the ability for art, and teaching people to make 
art, to build community through an honesty of 
expression.
“My art practice is undeniably 
connected to a teaching artist’s 
practice,” said Armbrust. “Wheth-
er it’s ceramics, music, or teach-
ing, my art is trying to say, ‘You 
are O.K. Let’s cut the crap and find 
joy.’” 
How does he help people achieve 
that elusive balance—less crap 
and more joy? As a teacher, Arm-
brust encourages people to par-
ticipate at a level where they feel 
successful, regardless of what they 
produce. “We create a safe room 
where they can be honest about 
themselves,” he said. “I allow nov-
ice practitioners the opportunity 
to find themselves, to discover 
what brings them joy.”
And as a creator of handmade pot-
tery, Armbrust hopes to elevate 
the quality of his relationship with the people 
who directly or indirectly share his work. 

“It’s important for people to use handmade 
things in life,” he said. “The pieces are profound 
to me, technically proficient, and they don’t 
have a clichéd meaning. I don’t want to leave 
my audience feeling disappointed or wanting. 
That’s part of the reason to make art.”
Art can also provide an opportunity for self-
discovery, he said. Although some students may 
not have the time or technical skill to master 
ceramics, making pottery can be an outlet for 
them to develop their personality and build 
long-term relationships with one another.

Armbrust challenges the dominant cultural view 
of art as something reserved only for “artistic 
types.” “As teaching artists, we haven’t made 
expression safe. We have to validate students. 
Maybe it’s not universal,” he acknowledged, 
“but as we honor what we need to say, the 
more relevant art becomes.”

While Armbrust is now immersed in pottery, 
his first medium was music. He started playing 

violin at age five and pursued it 
seriously, but always sketched 

and doodled when he 
didn’t want to pay attention 
in school. During a studio 
art class in high school he 
discovered ceramics, “virtu-
ally by osmosis.” 
While he continued 
with violin and gui-
tar, studying music 

education in college, 
he kept returning to 
ceramics. “I found I 

was making more pots than practic-
ing the violin,” he said. 
From then on, Armbrust’s main fo-
cus was on ceramics. “Mud is cool—
it feels good. It keeps you healthy 
and requires some strength,” he 
said.
His interest in ceramics dovetailed 
with a lifelong connection to 
Holden Village, a Lutheran retreat 
center in the Cascades. Armbrust 

applied to be their potter for the winter, when 
the village is at its most isolated. “It’s what hap-
pens when you put 60 people in a space and 
let them stew,” he said. He ultimately spent 15 
months there. 
“I went from being a kid interested in clay to 

being a professional,” working 40 
hours a week, developing glazes 
and chemistry, and running the kiln 
and studio. “It really got my chops 
up. It was the luck of falling into 
a place where I could geek out.” 
He also credits the residency with 
helping him encounter the spiritual 
component of creativity. 
Being a part of an intentional 
community has informed 
his artistic practice, he said. 
He sees parallels in the 
Methow to his time in 
Holden. “You know 
everyone, and relate 
to every little inconve-
nience on an intimate 
basis—it’s a universal 
human experience,” 
he said.

Art can also provide a refuge 
from social pressures. “Art 
should tear down lies,” he said. 
“In this culture, we’re all asked 
to lie from the second we get 
up. Creating a safe space is the 
core of what art does.”
He looks to his own art to break 

down taboos. He points to a 
series of bottles he is making for drinking 
liquor. “There is a stigma around alcohol 

of irresponsibility or hedonism,” he said. 
“But it can be a humanistic expression, 
to knock back your inhibitions in a 
social setting.”
By providing beautiful, handmade 
vessels for drinking, Armbrust hopes 
he can encourage mature interac-
tions with alcohol. “It’s a promotion 
of quality over quantity. Every sip you 
take is going to change your para-
digm,” he said.
He makes about 30 bottles at a time, 

fires them, and brings his favorites 
home to test. “It’s my R&D—what 
is the experience of using it?” he 
said. As a result, the next genera-

Matt Armbrust: 

“Whether it’s ceramics, music, 
or teaching, my art is trying 
to say, ‘You are O.K. Let’s cut 

the crap and find joy’.” 

tion of bottles may end up with gentle indenta-
tions, a different rim, or engraved poetry.
While his pieces evolve over time, Armbrust 
starts with a fully conceived idea for propor-
tions, rim style, and glaze and firing technique. 
“I don’t like to leave a lot to accident,” he said. 
“The medium allows or limits it, but it’s my 
expression. 
Within those limits, Armbrust coaxes graceful 
and uncommon forms in colors ranging from 
ochre and chestnut-red to muted green and 
slate blue. There are elegantly simple mugs 
with mottled, rustic glazes. Some pieces feature 
spare geometric lines or latticework, while oth-
ers undulate gently, like the twinned, curva-
ceous vessels that nestle in a close embrace. 
While Armbrust makes most of his pieces on 
a wheel, he considers the wheel a form of 
hand-building, seeing it as is just one step in 
the process. After creating the basic forms on 
the wheel, he often shapes, carves, or em-
bosses them. And because the pieces are 
functional, Armbrust feels it is important to 
put them to use. “I should be my favorite 
artist,” he said. 
While Armbrust is currently pursuing an 
Masters of Fine Arts (MFA) under the 
instruction of Stephen Robison at Central 
Washington University, he remains con-
nected to the Methow through family 
and friends. One current local venture is 
the Spartan Art Project, a Spartan travel 
trailer that Armbrust and two other 
Methow artists are converting into a safe 

place for artistic experimentation. The 
trailer will spend most of its time 

at TwispWorks, but may occasionally 
recapture its itinerant past, bringing art 
to people around the valley. It will serve 
as both a formal exhibition gallery and 
an interactive space for producing art. 
With so many projects underway, per-
haps it’s not surprising that Armbrust’s 
overarching goal is to create art that 
enacts “the Kairos moment.” He stops 
to explain. “It’s the ability to get lost in 
time and in deep thought,” an experi-
ence he hopes to engender for himself 
and others. “The key is the internal monologue, 
an experience that makes the rest of the world 
fall away.”
Armbrust admits that he doesn’t know how this 
would be manifested in his work. “It could be a 

bottle. I have to choose what to attempt to con-
trol and where to let go,” he said. “It could be 
anything—not necessarily ceramics. The form is 
less important than the authentic experience.”

Pots of Gold

Left: Matt In his TwispWorks studio, by Teri Pieper. 

As a bit of temporal magic, this is not something 
that can be planned. “I know I could fail. I have 
no control over the factors that make it success-
ful. And the audience must be as vulnerable      
as I am. As unique as my human experience is, 
it’s also completely average,” he said.

Engraved Flask

Engraved Flask

Matt's own "joy" is palpable as he gives a tour of the newly formed Spartan Art Project.

509.996.2886
257 Riverside
Winthrop, WA 98862

www.winthropmountainsports.com

Supporting the fine art
of winter recreation!

Box 639
257 Riverside

                     98862www.winthropmountainsports.com

509.996.2886

  Winthrop, WA 
OPEN
DAILY!
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7 Days per week, 6 am - 3 pm
Organic Grains & Flours! Organic Espresso Too!

Good Energy 
Food for 
the Whole 
Family!

Free Internet Access!

Mon - Sat, 6am - 3pm

Methow Valley News
Bringing you news of the Methow Valley since 1903.

Read all over.

www.methowvalleynews.com
Find us in print & online

[WINTHROP GALLERY]

ANIMAL ATTRACTION
In February the Winthrop Gallery presents a show of artwork that draws upon all creatures great 
and small. 

From pets to working animals, from 
everyday wildlife to exotic creatures of 
foreign lands, prepare for a study of and 
an appreciation for animals of every 
kind. All works in this show are produced 
by cooperative gallery members and 

include paintings, photography, drawings, ceramics, glass, textiles and more.

DATES: Reception, Sun, Feb 17, 11-3pm, refreshments served; Exhibit, Feb 13-Mar 25. LOCATION: 
The Winthrop Gallery, 237 Riverside, downtown Winthrop. HOURS: Winter10am-5pm, Wednes-
day through Monday.  CONTACT/INFO: 509.996.3925, www.winthropgallery.com. 

Horses make a landscape 
look beautiful.  

- alice Walker -

Dust off your diamonds and press your 
jeans, Black Tie: Denim and Diamonds 
is your mandate for the 2012 Conflu-
ence Gallery holiday party. This not-to-
be-missed event happens on Saturday, 
December 8 from 7-10 PM at Confluence 
Gallery in Twisp. 

The Festival of Light exhibit creates a 
fabulously artful setting, but to add a little 
competitive fun to the mix there will be a 
silent auction of a few exceptional works 
by local artists. If that’s not your style, 
take the time to stroll with your sweetie 
through the Confluence Gallery gift shop 
and gather ideas for the perfect present. 

Guests are treated to elegant appetizers 
and complimentary champagne. Belly up 
to the no host bar where you can whoop 
it up with specialty cowboy drinks. Musi-
cian David Weidig sets the perfect tone 
for the evening with his superb ‘finger-

style’ guitar music. Come celebrate the holiday season in style!

DATE: Sat, Dec 8, 7-10pm. TICKETS: $20 each, $35 per couple. Reservations rec-
ommended. LOCATION: Confluence Gallery, 104 Glover St, Twisp, WA. CONTACT: 
509.997.2787, www.ConfluenceGallery.com

[CONFLUENCE GALLERY]

DENIM AND DIAMONDS

Kick Off the Holiday Season with Black Tie

[METHOW ARTS]

PUBLIC ART 
After recently celebrating one year on the streets of Twisp, it seems safe to say that 
the fine art of recycling is here to stay. On November 30, 2011, local businesses, art-
ists, and recycling pioneers rolled out six uniquely decorated bins into high traffic ar-
eas in the town of Twisp. Emptied twice per week in the summer and once per week 
throughout the rest of the year, Recycling Roundup owner Casey Bouchard estimates 
their collection at 30-60 gallons of material with each pick-up. “It does work!” and by 
Casey’s measure 1-2 cans a week are removed from the waste-stream.

In addition to increasing recycling efforts, the bins 
have created a buzz for residents and tourists alike 
in creating attractive public art pieces through the 
Twisp business corridor. 

"public art invigorates the public spaces of our 
towns," says amanda L. Jackson, Methow arts al-
liance executive director. "each day i walk through 
twisp i am reminded of the partnerships  between 
our local artists and businesses. the bins have 
given our community a stronger sense of place 
and identity. We look forward to creating more!"

Additional bins will be created as the needs arise. 
If you are interested in sponsoring a recycling bin 
or creating one, contact Methow Arts Alliance at 
509.997.4004 or visit www.recylingroundup.com 
for additional recycling information. 

Scratchin' by Howard Cherrington

You'll find artist Steve Ward's recycling 
bin on Glover Street in Twisp. Sponsors 
are KTRT 97.5 fm and Glover Street 
Market. 

Ski the Methow!
Now off ering:

Ski  & snowshoe rentals
 Tuning & waxing

Nutritional  products
Ski clothing & outerwear

Trail passes & maps
Local trail info

996-3645 • 29  Highway 20
Joe Brown • methownordicsport.com
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Confluence Gallery & Art Center
regional art � education center � community gathering place

� WINTER EXHIBITS �

Festival of Light
November 10 to January 5
Reception � Saturday, November 10, 4–8 pm

Anonymous
Mystery artists display hundreds of small
affordable artworks; each piece is 10”x10”
January 12 to March 15
Reception � Saturday, January 12, 4–8pm

Sip and Shop
December Friday nights
Open till 7 for shopping,
music and treats

104 Glover Street, Twisp � 509 997-2787
Wednesday to Saturday, 11 am–6 pm

www.confluencegallery.com

Book online:  www.TwispRiverSuites.com

855.784.8328

Beautifully Appointed River Front Accommodations

Walk to Restaurants, Galleries and Entertainment

Perfect for Small Groups – Ask About Our Special Rates

METHOW ARTS: ARTS EDUCATION REPORT
Sixth Graders Combine Science, Technology, and Art in da Vinci-inspired Residency

Sixth graders at Methow Valley Elementary School integrated physical science, technology, and art in a residency inspired by 
Leonardo da Vinci’s water studies. Da Vinci was fascinated by water, believing it to be to the world what blood is to the human 
body. He sketched and painted water extensively and also invented drawings for devices that could control or move water.

Inspired by da Vinci’s work, sixth grade parent Jeff Chandler (who has a background in both engineering and biological sciences) 
created a residency that focused on the properties of matter and energy transfer and transformation. Working with Twisp artist 
Bruce Morrison, students sketched and attempted to capture a specific feature of water in motion along the Methow River near 
the school. Later, Winthrop photographer EA Weymuller photographed the features chosen by each student at different shutter 
speeds and the students compared their drawings to the photographs. Students also examined da Vinci’s sketches and attempt-
ed to assess whether da Vinci had extraordinary ability to “see” flowing water, as depicted in his water studies.

The residency began in quintessential Methow style, as the students walked from the school 
across an alfalfa field where pigs rooted happily to the rock-strewn bank of the Methow River. Morrison guided the students 
in a moment of quiet attention to the river’s sound and dancing light, followed by a brief warm-up of gestural drawings of 
ripples and movement. Students then focused on a small, close area and drew their zone in as much detail as possible, look-
ing closely at the way light reveals movement in the water and attempting to capture flow patterns.

During the photography session, Weymuller taught the students how to recognize flow & turbulence and to discern how to 
represent it. His goal was to capture the same scene with a digital camera at multiple different shutter speeds to show the 
flow and turbulence frozen in time as well as with obvious motion so the students could compare what they saw and what 
the camera saw at different speeds. 

This residency is created by Methow Arts Alliance and is sponsored 
by the Public School Funding Alliance, the Methow Valley School 
District, the Methow Valley Fund, the National Endowment for 
the Arts, Arts Washington, and Community Foundation of North 
Central Washington.

Methow Arts Alliance, 509.997.4004, info@methowartsalliance.org

WinthropWashington.com

w a s h i n g t o n

Winter the way it’s supposed to be!
Ski the nation’s largest cross-country ski trail system 
from downtown Winthop! Over 120 miles of world-class 
groomed trails right out your door will take you through 
spectacular winter scenery. You’ll find great lodging, 
superb dining, lively pubs, music, galleries and shops 
all here in this remarkable place. 

Take a break from the ordinary.   
COme TO WinThrOp.
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heart of the magnificent 
methow Valley

Students integrate physical science, technology and art 
in a da Vinci-inspired residency on the Methow River.

Leonardo da Vinci - water series above.

Monica Romano, Frozen in Time 2
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Each year, Door No. 3 asks for local nominations for their annual Valentine mailing, Project Valentine. 
Now in its fifth year, the local print art studio once again invites you to nominate Methow Valley resi-
dents to receive a handmade Valentine sent anonymously from Door No. 3. For those interested in mak-
ing Valentines to send, there will be a free Valentine making session on Sunday, February 12 at the Door 
No. 3 studio from 3–6pm.

HOW? Door No. 3 will be accepting names and addresses starting January 21 and are offering many ways 
to submit nominations; a drop box located outside the studio at the Methow Valley Community Center, 
by mail to Door No. 3, PO Box 817, Twisp 98856, or by e-mail to doorno.3twisp@gmail.com. All nomina-
tions must reach Door No. 3 no later than Sunday, February 12.

DATES: Submit nominations: Jan 21-Feb 12; Valentine making: Sun, Feb 12, 3-6pm. LOCATION: Door No.3, 
Methow Valley Community Center, Twisp. CONTACT: doorno.3twisp@gmail.com 

methow arts alliance

offers FREE WEBPAgES to local artists. 

give your art the gIFT of PROMOTION
this winter and set YOURS up today.

Contact Methow Arts for information: 
 

info@MethowArtsAlliance.org

509.997.4004

Laura Aspenwall  Ouzel Glassworks
227 Wolf Creek Road,Winthrop
(509) 996-3316
www.ouzelglass.com

Phil Woras
woodworker

fine
hardwood
furniture &
cabinets

509.996.2589

[DOOR NO.3]

5TH ANNUAL PROJECT 

            VALENTINE: BE SMITTEN!

Art galleries and museums are 
typically places of refinement, 
highbrow culture, and sophisti-

cation. But three Methow artists are looking to change this model with a space for experimental 
art. Seeking a platform for art that really moves people without the sometimes intimidating (and 
usually expensive) trappings of a traditional gallery, Methow artists Matt Armbrust, Steve Ward, 
and Jeff Winslow hatched the idea of using a 1951 Spartan Imperial Mansion trailer, which they 
own outright and plan to leave unmanned, thereby reducing overhead costs to a bare minimum. 
Since the artists are willing to risk leaving art unattended, the public will have free access to edgy 
paintings, sculptures, and 3D art. 

When complete, the “honor system” art space will, the artists hope, be an icon for something ex-
perimental that is artistic. “When the Spartan is opened we want it to be something people go to 
when they want to take a chance,” says Armbrust. “We’re going to be concerned with the quality 
of work and quality of experience of course, but we really want to honor the experimental.” Curat-
ing the exhibits, the artists hope to draw work from artists both inside and outside the valley. 

Funding the Spartan Art Project requires some capital, which thus far has come entirely out of the artists’ not-very-deep pockets. They plan to launch a Kickstarter campaign 
to raise the profile of the project and generate the funds necessary to finish the transformation of the Spartan from a gutted aluminum shell to an innovative new art space. 

The Spartan’s design will nurture conversation, with comfortable furniture and an aesthetic that invites visitors to linger. “We want to create a place that will foster discourse. 
We hope people will spend time with the art and discuss it with each other and with us. Maybe argue about it. That kind of discourse is huge with regards to our project,” 
says Armbrust. “We also wanted anybody to feel comfortable experiencing art through our platform,” Armbrust continues. “We wanted anyone to feel like they could access 
our art, both physically and intellectually. There is something inherently inhibiting about galleries and museums to people. We want this art to be available to everyone.”

The Spartan Art Project’s public unveiling is December 15 at the Winterfest on the TwispWorks campus. Visit www.MethowValleyArts.org and look under Hot Topics for com-
plete article. DATES: Sat, Dec 15, 6-9pm. LOCATION: TwispWorks. CONTACT: Matt Armbrust, mattpotter@holdenvillage.org, 509.997.1022

SPARTAN ART PROJECT LAUNCH

509-997-0336

Spartan Art Project provides free access to edgy paintings, sculptures and 3D art, all 
wrapped up in a 1951 Imperial Mansion trailer.  Unveiling on Dec 15th at TwispWorks. 

R A D I O  L A K E  C H E L A N

93.5FM |  100.9FM 

103.1FM  |  1230AM

Tune In
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www.gingerreddington.com 

Ginger  
Reddington  

 

H: 509.997.2721 
C: 509.995.2471 

Always in the Twisp River Pub 

Four images, currently Anonymous, for the winter exhibit at Confluence Gallery.

Twisp
River
Pub

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEKEND!
Check our website to view our menu & 

for a complete live music schedule.

Open 7 days a week 
for Lunch & Dinner

Brunch on Sunday
 10am ‘til 2pm

twispriverpub
www.

.com
201 N Hwy 20   (509) 997-6822

12 micro brews on tap
fine wines & full bar

fresh ground burgers
gourmet sandwiches

specialty salads
steak  -  pasta

seafood & more!

free wireless internet

Sign up for our NEW email newsletter 
on our website and find out what’s 

happening at the pub

Winter Hours Nov - May (Thurs - Sun)
June-Oct - Open Every Day 

What are some of the things that are important to you when purchasing art? Do you consider the artist’s name? 
Whether or not the artist is local? The size of the piece? The price? Confluence is putting these questions to the 
test with Anonymous, an exhibit of 
10"x10" artworks, each sold for $100, 
created by local and regional artists. 
The exhibit opens January 12 with an 
opening reception from 4-8 pm, and 
runs through March 15. 

This exhibit includes paintings, pho-
tography, encaustic work, sculptures, 
mixed media, mosaics, and more.  Also 
on display and for sale will be several 
drawings by public school fourth grade 
children to help fund their spring sci-
ence expedition to the North Cascades 
Institute. These works are offered to 
the public through a collaboration 
with Methow Arts Alliance and the 
Public School Funding Alliance.

The purpose of Anonymous is to give 
artists a level playing field. Work won’t 
be associated with a name, but will 
stand alone to win over the viewer 
on its own merits. No artist’s name 
will be revealed until the piece has 
sold. 100, that’s the number to keep 
in mind for the Anonymous exhibit. 
Each work will be 10”x10”, 100 square 
inches, each priced at $100. The show 
appeals to flourishing artists and supporters, and opens door to both emerging artists and novice art collectors. 

DATE: Reception, Jan 12, 4-8pm. Jan 12-Mar 15. Reception, Jan 12, 4-8pm. LOCATION: Confluence Gallery, 104 
Glover St, Twisp, WA. CONTACT: 509.997.2787, www.confluencegallery.com

[CONFLUENCE GALLERY]

Anonymous
rEd LoTuS S.E.E.d.S
SeLF-eSTeeM, eMPoWeRMeNT,  
AND EDUCATION THROUGH DANCE 
A Youth mentorship program for girls 13-18

Red Lotus SEEDs is an after school program directed 
by Salyna Gracie that provides instruction in Middle 
Eastern Arts to promote self-discovery and self-actu-
alization. The program provides mentorship to create 
healthy and strong individuals who are socially and 
fiscally responsible to themselves and their community, 
and prepares young women for Independence.

The mission of Red Lotus SEEDs is accomplished 
through the vehicle of dance, specifically American 
Tribal Style dance, talking circles, journal writing and 
guest speaker presentations. By incorporating this for-
mat into the program the girls are encouraged to work 
together as a group with a dance style that celebrates 
the natural shapes and sizes of the female body. This 
type of dancing requires attentiveness, cooperation 
and respect while promoting trust, self-knowledge and 
confidence.

SEEDs accepts every girl that would like to attend and 
entrance does not depend on demonstrated talent, 
athletic ability, previous experience, or ability to pay 
the required fees. Scholarships are essential to the vi-
tality of the program. The public is invited to a student 
Salon, Sun, Feb 3 from 4-5pm at The Studio in Twisp. 

CLASS DATES: Oct-May 30, 2013. Tues & Thurs 6:30-
8pm. LOCATION: The Studio in Twisp, 109B N. Glover 
St. CONTACT: Red Lotus Dance Company. Salyna Gracie. 
PO Box 1104, Twisp, WA 98856. 509.997.0211

JANUARY MERC NIGHT OF JAzz
Following in the footsteps of last year's successful January Merc Jazz Concert, this year's event promises to be 
even bigger and better. The January Merc Night of Jazz will introduce the newly formed Pipestone Jazz Ensemble 
as an opening act. The feature band will include Lynette Westendorf, Terry Hunt, Howard Johnson, Mike Conrad, 
Bob Hougham, Mike Harvey and Wayne Mendro. Returning to the band this year will be Breathe on tenor and 
new to the band this year we will have Wesley James on trumpet. In total the band will feature a full 4 piece 
rhythm section and 5 horns. Many of the compositions and arrangements have been custom created by members 
of the band for this performance.  

DATE: Jan 5, 7pm. LOCATION: Merc Playhouse, 101 S Glover St, Twisp TICKETS: $15/Adultas, $5/Youth 18 and 
under. CONTACT: 509.997.0276

AUTHOR  •  ILLUSTRATOR  •  EDUCATOR

Available for school & library visits
throughout the Pacific Northwest

WWW.ERIKBROOKS.COM • 509.996.4345
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METHOW SALMON RECOVERY FOUNDATION
SALMON  -  PUBLIC ART  -  EDUCATION - HABITAT  -  COMMUNITY 

509.429.1232 - www.MethowSalmonRecoveryFoundation.org

    po box 272 winthrop wa 98862   (509) 996-3925
www.winthropGallery.com
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Over a decade of both residential and 
commercial experience serving architects, 

builders, engineers, and private clients.
Offices in the Methow Valley.

www.muehlebachdesign.com
206.227.3887

TWISPWORKS DEvEloPS aS a CEntER foR aRt anD MoRE
Three years after its purchase by the Twisp Public Development Authority, the campus known as TwispWorks is fast becoming the 
center for creativity and collaboration envisioned by its founders. More than 90 percent of the indoor, heated space at Twisp-
Works has been taken over by an eclectic mix of artisans, small businesses and community-based programs—and TwispWorks 

organizers have their sights on redeveloping the remaining buildings to 
house up to 20 more partners.

Before leases are signed, TwispWorks asks prospective tenants to outline 
why they want to join the community—and what kinds of collaboration 
they envision there. 

“TwispWorks is dedicated to growing the economic pie in the Valley, by 
helping people start or expand business or projects they are passionate 
about,” said Executive Director Amy Stork. “Each tenant becomes a part-
ner in realizing the awesome potential of this unique community asset.”

partners in teChnoLoGY and transportation
In the Gateway office building near Highway 20, the Inventionworks Com-
munity Computer Lab is available for rent for classes and workshops. Just 

upstairs, graphic designer Corin McDonald’s Partnership+Studio designs with a focus on the intersection of people, business, and 
the environment. A shared office with four cubicle spaces is operations headquarters for The Gabby Cabby transportation service (with two more rentable cubicles avail-
able). Internet provider Medicine Wheel leases a basement room for their fiber-optic equipment, and local entrepreneur Lars Krumme’s Memory Hub digital media conver-
sion service occupies the back suite.

partners in eduCation
Open Saturdays and Sundays, the Methow Valley Interpretive Center is the place to learn about the hu-
man and natural history of the Valley, from how the glaciers carved our landscape to how native Methow 
tribespeople lived. The Valley Teen Center is open two nights a week for fun and games, and organizers are 
developing entrepreneurship opportunities for teens. In the industrial building known as “the Shop,” instruc-
tor Barry Stromberger leads students in the LBHS welding program, and offers adult welding classes. Rainbow 

Bridge Daycare offers an in-
home daycare option for lo-
cal tots. And Yakama Nation 
Fisheries biologists working 
on salmon recovery.

partners in arts
Metal artist and painter 
Steve Ward’s material of 
choice is carbon steel, which he coaxes into fine and functional art in his studio next to the 
welding lab. Silversmith Sarah Jo Lightner transformed a garage space into her funky Glitter 
& Grit studio where she hand-pulls silver and combines it with local stone; she offers ongo-
ing classes. Next door in the Culler Studio, botanical alchemist Sara Ashford turns flowers, 
leaves, rusty metal and more into dyes and stamps for fabric and yarn, leads classes for 
individuals and groups, and daydreams about a dye garden just outside her south-facing 
window. Also in the South Warehouse, Lisa Doran is busy in The Sweatshop, where she 
creates and repairs fabric items from curtains to backpacks, and teaches others to sew. 
Lisa’s studio-mate Carolee Addis produces D.O.G. Dudz, a line of pet accessories. In her 
ever-changing workspace, Donna Keyser can be found painting wooden panels with vibrant 
forest scenes, creating signs for local businesses or planning inspiring art events. Next door 
to the Teen Center, multi-media artist Jae Cremin is preparing her studio.

ContinuousLY seeKinG neW partners 
The heated spaces still available at TwispWorks include offices of various sizes; several affordable cubicle spaces in a shared office; and a funky loft studio in the Shop (with 
potential access to the welding facility on the main floor). Rental rates vary depending on size and amenities.

With industrial and studio space in high demand, TwispWorks is turning its sights to the renovation and winterization of more than 15,000 square feet of covered space—
and asking anyone interested in using such space to get involved as soon as possible.

To begin a conversation with TwispWorks staff or take a tour of available and future spaces, contact Tori Karpenko at tkarpenko@twispworks.org or call 509.997.3300. 
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509-997-2050
www.roomone.org

Ann Diamond, MD
Christopher Hogness, MD
Leesa Linck, MD
Danielle Micheletti, PA-C

BOARD CERTIFIED
Family Medicine  -  Internal Medicine
Pediatrics  -  Medical Genetics

P.O. Box 945
1116 Hwy 20
Winthrop, WA  98862-0945
Offi  ce (509) 996-8180      
FAX (509) 996-3374
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[METHOW ARTS ALLIANCE & METHOW SALMON RECOVERY FOUNDATION]

PUBLIC ART LAUNCH
COMMUNITY TRAILS & PUBLIC ART PROJECT

Wild Rose, © 2012 by Ken Smith 
Pigment Ink on Paper 

Above left, Cordelia Bradburn's Blue Heron and Smolt  
stands in the upper Twisp Pond  and is viewable from 

Twisp River Road;  Dan Brown's Bringing Home the 
Bacon/Salmon sits high above the entry; Bruce Morrison 
finishes his piece, Beaver Totem, hidden along the trails. 

Have you noticed a blue heron in the Twisp Ponds on Twisp River 
Road? Perhaps a new osprey nest or a beaver carved in an upside 
down tree? These art pieces were commissioned as a part of 
salmon restoration efforts. At the same time the project supports 
Methow Arts Alliance initiatives to place public art in outdoor 
space. Artwork enhances fish restoration efforts on a trail system 
linking the community to educational efforts and public access,” 
says Chris Johnson, Methow Salmon Recovery Foundation’s 
Executive Director.

The public art pieces represent the talent and vision of local 
artists for all members of the community to enjoy. "Expect to 
see a surge in public art throughout the valley," says Amanda L. 
Jackson, Executive Director of Methow Arts Alliance. "These ef-
forts connect vital community efforts with locally made artwork 
and encourage the public to get involved!" 

Artwork by Cordelia Bradburn, Bruce Morrison and Dan Brown 
were installed this summer on the trails. A dedication ceremony 
at this year's Methow Salmon Celebration honored the many hours 
they dedicated to the project. The last piece of artwork by Steve 
Love is slated for 2013 and awaiting final fund-
ing. The project boosts economic and cultural 
vitality in our valley through support of local 
artists' work. They also encourage us to learn 
more about our environment.  

CONTACT: Chris Johnson, 509.429.1232 or 
Amand L. Jackson, amanda@methowartsal-
liance.org, 509.997.4004. 

SAVE THE DATE!

JULY 25-AUGUST 3, 2013

The Methow Valley Chamber 
Music Festival celebrates its 
17th delightful summer season 
of chamber music in 2013. 

"The Festival captures the joy 
and magic of live chamber mu-
sic. A real electric gem." - Sonya 
Campion

Many favorite stars return - Paul 
Wiancko, Wenting Kang, Serena 
McKinney, Jing Wang and Craig 
Sheppard. Signal Hill Ranch provides incredible acoustics, breathtaking 
outdoor scenery and good spirits of the audience and players. 

509.996.6000   -   WWW.MeTHoWMUSICFeSTIVAL.oRG

THE METHOW VALLEY 

CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL
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[CONFLUENCE GALLERY]

A LITTLE SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

To quote a recent visitor to Confluence Gallery, “Wow, there are a lot of really good artists here!”  That sentiment is 
heard virtually every weekend at the gallery. The abundance of art is one thing that makes Twisp a great place to live. 
This holiday season the Confluence Gallery gift store presents new work by local and regional artists. Come in and 
shop for a special little something and feel good about supporting the local economy.    

Confluence Gallery’s board 
of directors host Sip and 
Shop on Friday nights in 
December. From 5-7 pm 
folks can socialize, indulge 
in yummy treats and listen 
to live music by Horse Crazy 
on the 7th, Emele Clothier 
on the 14th and Ken Bevis 
on Dec 21. Join Leslie Strand 
on December 7 and 14 for a 
wonderful paper ornament 
project.

The Small Gallery brings a va-
riety of gifts to choose from. Becky LaVergne offers animal portraits titled Lovable Livestock Paintings by a Wannabe 
Farmer. The gallery also features western artist Laura Kemp, a part time resident of Carlton and full time firefighter in 
Seattle, who paints illuminated and precise watercolors of horse life. Select from a selection of  landscape paintings 
by plein air artists Gregg Caudell, Nora Eggers, K Robinson, and Gordon Edberg in the miniature landscape gallery.

Other options include unique pebble necklaces of Nicole Ringgold, polished gems by Shaula Zink, and classy cowgirl 
jewelry by Jenni Tissell, which create perfect accessories for Confluences Dec 8th holiday party, Black Tie: Denim and 
Diamonds. New work from local potters will be on display. The outlandishly imaginative Matthew Armbrust presents 
his thoughtful works into which he inscribes poetry and quotes. Suzi Jennings shows off a new design, equally as 
colorful and precise as previous work and Emily Post continues her irresistible work inspired by the beauty of nature. 

Retired teacher and musician Lauralee Northcott presents her new-found art form, intricate pine needle baskets. 
Lauralee learned from Gerry McClure of Nespelam, but took the work to another level by 

adding semi-precious stones and beads. Lauralee says “I didn't know I could do 
this, it's like my hands just knew what to do".

DATES: Sip and Shop, Fridays 5-7pm in December. LOCATION: 
Confluence Gallery, 104 Glover St, Twisp, WA. CONTACT: 

509.997.2787, www.ConfluenceGallery.com 

Rolling Fields, Gordon Edberg                                                                  Long Pull, Becky LaVergne

Shop Local this Holiday Season!

and don't
miss Winthrop's 

"reason for the season"
xmas bazaar

deCeMber 8, 9am-4pm
at the barn

                                                     

WINTHROP GALLERY: 

HOLIDAY GIFT SHOW

For the best in regional giftware, be sure 
to visit the Winthrop Gallery's annual 
Holiday Gift Show.  Each year the gallery 
invites artists and crafters from through-
out the region to bring their finest gift-
ware to this show.  

DATES: Exhibit, Nov 22-Jan 7. 

LOCATION: The Winthrop Gallery, 237 
Riverside, downtown Winthrop. 

HOURS: Winter10am-5pm, Wednes-
day through Monday.  CONTACT/INFO: 
509.996.3925, www.winthropgallery.com

    Fall Colors, Gloria Spiwak

LoCaL 98856 PRESENTS
HANDMADE FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

DEC 15-24, 10-4pm 

A local artisan gift show in Twisp


